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ABSTRACT

Memory of Division and Politics of Memory

Kim, Hang*

This article examines possibility of how the memory of division in
Korean peninsula could be appropriated politically. That division of the
peninsula has functioned as ‘dispositif of sovereignty’ and the politics of
memory should suspend this function is main argument of this article.
‘Dispositif of sovereignty’ is a complex of knowledges and institutions
that produces fictional state of exception through which sovereignty of the
state could present itself. In the case of South Korea, it would be shown
in the law of national security that is a decisive element constructed by
various political, econimical and scientific practices. The politics of memo-
ry can be regarded as a sort of practice which should suspend function
of such dispositif, but the previous discourses about this politics have not
been able to clarify this kind of suspension. Walter Benjamin and Ichiro
Tomiyama are influential figures who can give an important perspective
proposing what is characteristic to the politics of memory. Benjamin de-
fined the memory as an appropriation of the past which could never be-

long to winner or loser in history, and Tomiyama, along with Benjamin,
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has recalled a figure of ghost which was forgotten and thrown into hall
of oblivion. Sojin Kim, a novelist in contemporary Korea, thematized this
kind of politics of memory in his works. He showed us a cesura of history
by describing his father’s life. This cesura of history which Sojin Kim
made exist is a point of suspension of dispositif of sovereignty, and the
politics of memory could redeem an original form of life combining the

past and the future onto the present.



