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ABSTRACT

The Border of a ‘Novel’:
On the Concept of the ‘Jangpyun Novel’ and the Problem of Style Regulation

Song, Minho*

This article addresses the issue of when the ‘jangpyun novel’ (35 /Nift,
very short stories) or ‘conte’ was first introduced in Joseon during the
Japanese Colonial Period. This was not the first time that short narratives
of about one page had been produced; their origins can be found in the
era that literate culture was first established. There are also many types
of short narratives that appeared in newspapers around the 1900s.
However, the origins to be discussed in this article refer to the way in
which these short narratives were transferred into the tradition and history
of novels through the naming of the ‘jangpyun novel’ or ‘yuppyun novel
(FERS/IN#). This point is relevant to the issue of what should be regarded
as the border of a ‘novel’.

In Joseon during the Japanese Colonial Period, the first example of a
‘jangpyun novel’ is represented by a series of short stories written by 17
novel writers of various political positions in the literary circles of the
time, and published from March 1 to March 31, 1929 in the Newspaper
Chosunilbo (§Hfif H¥R). This project was associated with the first literary
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conference that had been hosted by Chosunilbo at the end of February of
that year. The then notion of jangpyun novel that emerged during this pe-
riod came from the literary people who were interested in styles such as
that of Kawabata Yasunari (JI[%if/) of Japan. Kawabata defined the
jangpyun novel as the most Japanese narrative style, just as haiku was the
most Japanese poem.

The problem is that the writers who participated in the jangpyun novel
serialization of the time had included the leftists and the rightists of the
literary circle. The popular literary group represented by Choi Dokgyun
and the KAPF group by Park Younghee (FPZEE) Kim Kijin (&353E),
and Lee Kiyoung (Z*E/K) arrived at a dedicate arrangement through the
specific genre, jangpyun novel. There were several members of KAPF
who sympathized with the usefulness of the jangpyun novel. Especially,
Han Sulyah, who was associated with KAPF, tried to appropriate the con-
cept of the jangpyun novel for Proletarian use. In other words, the project
relating to the jangpyun novel developed into a more mass and popular
relay novel project in popular literary groups and the newspaper media.
Thus, the unfamiliar notion of the ‘jangpyun novel’ was not just a month-
long happening, but a phenomenon containing important meanings con-

cerning the establishment of boundaries for the notion of the novel.



