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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Historical Concept of Yusin (#E6) Around
the End of the Joseon Dynasty

Noh, Kwan Bum*

This paper aims to examine the political conceptualization of Yusin (A#T)
during the reign of Kojong and Sunjong, the last two kings of the Joseon
dynasty. The main focus is on the semantic order of compound terms that
include “Yusin® as they appear in the daily records of the government of-
fice Seungjeongweon (ZKELF). The changing concepts of Yusin in those
records can be categorized and distinguished in the following ways: the
typical concept of Yusin as it originated from the Confucian classics, its
political implications in the conventional practice of the historical mon-
archy in Joseon Korea, and its ultimate conceptual modernization that ac-
companied the political transformation of the Korean ancient-regime itself.
Untimately, it is concluded that a change of meaning from ‘a new begin-
ning of a new Confucian politics’ to that of ‘a new modern civilization’

characterizes the historical concept of Yusin in the last period of Joseon

dynasty.

* Associate Professor, Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University



