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7) Michael Rothberg (2000), Traumatic Realism: The Demands of Holocaust
Representation, University of Minnesota Press.

8) Susan Sontag (2003), Regarding the Pain of Others, New York: Farrar, Strauss, and
Giroux.
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25) Primo Levi (1989), The Drowned and the Saved. New York: Vintage.

26) Bemstein, J. M. (2006). “Intact and Fragmented Bodies: Versions of Ethics ‘After
Auschwitz”” New German Critique 97, 33(1).
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27) o] Zte= olE A& 7] A9 &7tE0l tisiA= Yang (2008) .
28) Hayden White (1996), “The Modernist Event,” in The Persistence of History, ed.
Vivian Sobchack, New York: Routledge, pp. 31-32.
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29) Dori Laub (1992b) “An Event without a Witness: Truth, Testimony, and Survival,”
Felman, Shoshana, and Dori Laub, Testimony: Crises of Witnessing in Literature,
Psychoanalysis and History. New York: Routledge, pp. 75-92.

30) Dori Laub (1992a), “Bearing Witness, or the Vicissitudes of Listening,” in
Testimony: Crises of Witnessing in Literature, Psychoanalysis, and History, by
Shoshana Felman and Dori Laub (New York: Routledge), p. 71.
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32) Laub (1992b). pp. 75-92.
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ABSTRACT

The Recent Cinematic Depiction of Comfort Women
and Its Cultural Significance in Korean Society:

Examined through “Post-Memory Generation” Discourse

Kang, Kyoung-Lae*

This essay examines the recent changes in Korean cinema representing
former comfort women. Discourses on comfort women have grown since
the early 1990s — the time in which the first testimony of a former com-
fort woman came out. Early Korean cinematic representations on comfort
women were invested in recording the colonial victims’ testimonies in a
documentary mode, in the hope of maintaining an ethical distance from
the victims’ undescribable experiences. Recent Korean films, such as
Snowy Road (Najeong Lee, 2015) and / Can Speak (Hyunseok Kim,
2017), however, mark a deviation from the early mode of cinematic
depiction. While dramatizing the traumatic history of comfort women,
these films highlight a certain solidarity between two protagonists, often
portrayed as two female friends suffering together at a comfort station, or
the convoluted relationship between the colonial victims and contemporary
Korean people. This essay seeks to understand this newly-conspicuous re-

lationship depicted in these films — particularly through a theoretical lens

* Assistant Professor, School of Liberal Arts, Seoul National University of Science and Technology
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of “post-memory generation™ discourse, and in so doing, hopes to disclose
how this new cinematic representation of comfort women contributes to
establishing a close and family-like relationship between the colonial vic-
tims and the young generation in our society, thereby helping to redraw

the boundary of contemporary Korean society.



