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(13) 7}. Ammu-i-n karhu-n [Kiparsky (1998), p. 267]
shoot-past-1sg  bear-Acc.
‘I shot the/a bear.’
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7}. Ammu-i-n karhu-a
shoot-past-1sg  bear-Partitive
‘I shot at the/a bear.’

L. tfanagan-as bats’ tPawana. [Tsunoda (1981), p. 404]
hunter-ERG wolf-ABS killed
‘The hunter killed the wolf.’

L}, inssu-da (zindargo) was wixana.
father-LOC one’s child-ABS  saw
‘The father saw the child (of his own).’
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ARk AFA|7F 2 A o] oA Qltk (137h&} (1371)9] Afol= &= &
gY1o) Aol qlek (137hellA= T& & 23t o] wths A& &
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afg Aol ] 9] AE k= Aotk (13Lh e} (134)= ofrf
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(130he} Foet 3o sostaltt. 2, tlake] o5 FHofshs
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(14) 7L %571 WACEE offll 2 /Joff KK T oF Kof Feli= o]
AT AL TS kMR ZH ] 2 <iE3E 2:197b>
U A& R Al oy ofyse TR dFu] ffo] o
<{LIE 6:175b>
th. Y25 32 3 mE 79 Sk ah(O0 ) <k
14:9b>
(15) 7} & #Eo Flo] H—2 AN Y dFu] Kol <R
11:122a>
U EAIBe] iifte] Tuk obet BE T8 5 A (L
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ABSTRACT

A Study on the ‘ro’-marked Object in Middle Korean

Kim, Taewoo*

The oblique case marker ‘ro’ can mark the [THEME] argument of di-
transitive sentences. The [THEME] argument refers to an entity that un-
dergoes physical or mental transfer. Movement verbs, give-type verbs,
say-type verbs, converse-type verbs, and mental activity verbs require a
[THEME] argument as a direct object. In this case, the ‘ro’-marked direct
object must precede a [RECIPIENT, GOAL] argument. The Old Chinese
character UL highly influences the ‘ro’ marking on the [THEME] direct
object of ditransitive sentences in Middle Korean. However, although there
is no LA, as long as the direct object is preposed, ‘ro’ can mark the direct
object. We cannot observe this in Present Day Korean. The ‘ro’ marking
can be explained in two ways. First, we can view ‘ro’ object marking as
a differential object marking. The differential object marking, the alter-
nation of case markers according to the meaning of predicates, is wide-
spread cross-linguistically. But, the detailed features of ‘ro’ object marking
is slightly different from those of other languages. Considering the differ-
ence as crucial, we can regard it as a markedness marking strategy. This

construction seems to be the borrowing from the Old Chinese, and under

* Researcher, Industry University Cooperation Foundation, Hanyang University ERICA Campus
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this view, ‘ro’, as an instrumental marker, delimits the meaning of a verb.
Meanwhile, there are accusative marker ‘ro/rt’ in a few dialects in Present
Day Korean. This marker stems from the accusative marker ‘i/ril” through
sound change and morphological change, and is not related to the Middle
Korean direct object marker ‘lo’ which we discussed so far. The homo-

phony is only a coincidence.



