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1) RT. Vann, “The Reception of Hayden White”, in History and Theory vol. 37
(1998), No. 2, p. 148.
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A oot A FAZERA Bo|Es HARHA YoM =
2 Wk} =3 thafo] Hlo] gtk FHOR FJo|EL AAE
oA 27429 AeE 7ML A=2A "o JAEtelA 1
obfel FZAE AUAA g e IS B Yot gE @
AApa AR (reality) o] ATHA Q14] 7H5A43} ofarate] wpeta A
24 Gakste 29719 J¥ske, aestel o oy At
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ojth, I FolA 77 1001 Q9| 2¢] Fof 19739 &7t Bto|EQ] L3
Ehel A} Metahistory), 7} BHE<H SAFSANA A9 F8L W] FopgE A

[

s}
fr 2 e o
|o
i Mo X
Rl

Hr
H”ﬁr_‘i g Mo
[ "o
ot e rlo =) >% U
> mv_E

iz
o
o

fu ¥ 5 1o

ox

p

2) Sfo|EL u]x|zHMichigan) skl A FA] @ 2UAAE HFOR ubAe
A5 AST H, A5 AWesleyan) 3+ 7H Alef F22 27 BeEy
of YA g AYste Fe AT} AMFY HAH(History of
Consciousness and Ideas)’ & ©335l5th 2L zAlo AT ‘BE3lo A}
(History of Culture) 2 A7§3}7]%= gttt K. Jekins, “A Conversation with
Hayden White” in Literature and History, vol. 7(1998), issue 1, pp. 68-82; E.
Domanska, “Human Face of Scientific Mind” (An Interview with Hayden White),
in Storia della Storiografia, vol. 24(1993), pp. 5-21.

3) D. LaCapra, Review on Tropics of Discourse, in MLN, vol. 93(1978), p. 1037.

4) A. Marwick, “Two Approaches to Historical Study: The Metaphysical (Including
‘Postmodernism) and the Historical™, in Journal of Contemporary History, vol. 30
(1995), No. 1, pp.5-35; G. Iggers, Historiography between Scholarship and Poetry:
Reflections on Hayden White’s Approach to Historiography, in Rethinking History,
vol. 4(2000), No. 3, pp. 373-90 &=,
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2 9dlo] ojea & Fojct

aYol= sho]E9] et ALk 1 B 2 100] A Thrtel BE A
W 0% o o235 Balste] Fbg Fa% W ey SR BT 9
o 2% 27 5 300 o] Ayt A Meetelal ks vk o] Ao} BA iy
o|9l®l 194719 A Aot AABSY B9 TAH ALET wHbt

2 o)A A227} 349 wde] S 8 Aolth o WY eI 2
L AYEY DHORAY K] FURORE So|Et AAStolH B
ASAL 23K 4 Gl $08 £ 4 dgaol & Aol

22 B ATkl JAATe BeAste] SolE0) Fa4E XA sE
o AE BT g S Gtk A FL dabtel] et AFHA B
W sfolEt daphel WEe] 7] ofdth B4 54 BAZ gao
a70] uSHAEIE Bal7] 95 BALY ARE HAL Ro] o
APV A4 Aedolet sto] 29 ATt olehs Thath, date] He 1
o A7E A9 Y o249l BAE FAIZ & AolL AAZeln A5
o BABTHE odo] HA1S W HHA £o7 252 olgth ATt A3t
28 Qojat 5 oA 9] ThE BE Hopo] Ao of£e A% 1 kol
w1k 44 gt B3 dAAge] dat a9 BN BAE o2k
He} fEBRE(ope) o] B SLALEIA SRR we $AT Id w3 A4
W2 ol 3t wolSel)t ol het. Bt 19 o] & FHeut datete] 5
Ue BRERoRA £Y 2AS AN St FAd B £ gt
T 58517 of & =47} i AE Aol

28} o] BE AHE ool Tt Bo|=0) Eoi ofFuE FE5}T
AXSA AES B W A7 ek SA Bol=o] Aol A ok

o gola Hek 5 Agst Ave] 22 YD B A4o] R} 1

5) sto|EL MmetelaL, S Ue) T (Comell) Bt ZTALoIA BT Az
o ZHAALE 2TETE 717 Qs o] &2 o2 AHETt,
(Jenkins, Conversation, p. 73)
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ol Hobe] AR AN HYST 93, AEFY TrFY EAETE
Fol BEUZ 5 b HET A9 8 ] o £9E g g
2Lt ofafe] Bt BholE0] ooy 2B AL e RolurtE 53
Hole}, kel BAL AN GAAISY G4 Gleke 19 AL A
g Alojets, elAATolA T B9k 8 el olxte] H2E 2ol
A S ool e 714 BYel] 2 4L & SholE9 dAE] Yt
o] 19708t o]2) 220] o] 27]7HA| = whtkat w]gho] o]0} X T YrHs AL

270 Ad 44 I daelo] gt vrsoletn & it

aE SjolEg] AAES SN ERE 35 19 IHL AU B
a7 A% olaisi YA HREEIE St EAERYYET So|E9
A2 Aol o] BAZE 1 GEAQl Aot AABAN AL GAHe 3}
o|EE oA i EAEREYZY g JASHE o] 5L, 1A
& sfo|Eo] ojgt ARG} HlwA P B dgeth, Tet 29 Q4
& slo|E9] 2L HHA|L, NAHOR ojaste ol HREE A
o], FTLE So|= Belo] QAT A27} gl Aol
o] 2& AN Tt so|EQ kolE AnT sHE Rolg}, o] Fe|HL
A TolEbelAl, B HIEE ol E0] Hag FAHOR 19 ANBoIA H4lo|
3 4 Qi AAR AP o] 28 AHE TR Atk Lort o] 2L HaLy
S 7zt Betoz Ao daste] 47194l o) 2EAY A4S
A7ISHe stolE] Qe B4 FESTATT, nigeR o] 3L golE
o QA2 Sels WD} yhute] EHS AWET 10 ANES }EYR
B DA Sk,
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Aol 3t sto] 9] AL AAHY
o AT Euaeh Spo|=
Aol wheh A B HE (prose
(verbal artifact)” o]gk 1 A 9J3tc} ©

AAA & G2 ALl et Sto]E9] TS HABtoAE o €22
Zoltt, dut o2 AAFEE AAE At e F4d B a9 et
< YU A& obF Bdo] itk 7t} oAl Tl HAts JAAES 4
St AT B Asf uiyt WA= FaetL 7H] S A olHE Aol
ok 2y Sto|EoA AL Sju]= &3] that, Sto]E) AR o Hf
Hz @df JaxedAe Aed AU A Aed WS 24%ts
Aotk AMEE A BTt He HE A ZZoM e 2L 5 fle
Y 555 S e, o] Aed GAHY gu= HiE E A S ¢
of AAH 2 St olobr]sory)E FAsH ALYl 7)%olAl HgHThe
Aotk thy 23 Oﬂxm 2 T3] FA B do] Aoyt Tl of
Uzt 329 Ynl7t RUANE HelE Aol ALtALRA 1A u]
L ALY B4E 244l olop)g Fult WAo] vt AR HcH: Zoldh
A3 So|EY ANO|ES AAAES BAC Gt YuFEe BYoR B

3 o A AAE e G875 BAHE Aot

HALY EAT 7158 HAS QA FAE 2aA] B3 A1) 48

Z dH@nnals)t} Ao 7](chronicle)e} vz d A$ 2z =dr) GII:H—’FO?E
R S mu 227} 93] Aoj=ol
oAtk AL AT AT 7185 A7) ASE £F st olop]
2 NEsEA A4 naratvity) S ESITA AT AR A g,
Ar7)9] AL olofr] o) ARHTHE 7129 AHY Boln, dArr]e] BE
AbA 9] A (conclusion)o| 27| Btk= Thed] AlZHEY] FE(termination)E 9
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6) H. White, Metahistory. The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Europe,
(Johns Hopkins University Press, 1973) p. ix.
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njsl7] oot AR A ARl ok ofob7] FEjE B X3}
£ AAY, dd7lE njg ojobr1 & BolFE RAY 71&ste Aot

RS} 7 ol T2 AAtAE Adi717t st et ojor] =
grlEdTh AARE FASHE 499 AR Adi7lolA AEEE, IS
g o] AT Q&) dREA FEY 7HAE AW Aol ohynt. 233 1
ASZ olop|9] 8AZAM V)5l w2t 4z F8A4E gEfsHA Hol, AAH
L2 o] & s} RS sk %“J—. dHYE HoET. 224
2 kol gle ddizle 7R ASE & AT MAls A S 23S
shute} &2 d ojopr| ¢l Aol & MAMIAE Hese ARdE0l A&
28 st 29EHEE e 84RA WA, 1 h:ﬁl
Az T2k A2, o, 29 REJZ2A A8,

A Y] Adi7I7E AAE E3 shte] &2 olop| 2 vifA Ho=H A
Aol Hisf A2 o TR 25a AVIE o o Add Ak A
AN tgolle F& do] dofiten, ojgA 11 do] TG, E 9 1
d Aol Hlen, ojAA é%% A HeA Fol 2sie. o
“%%% AZZE MAR FA o2 JAE Aed o ulF A4dsti E g
o & AFolnh. Iy FAH dBAE AE olop|9 84RA AR A
o9 4&74101] U3t old 5T BEE MAF FA Y GabA el de A
7} afor & E st —rXﬂ7P AT IR HE AARE FAskE olobr] A
Ao} juzk FAQI7Y, &2 I ojopr]9] ‘84 o] £t ke Holth. o
olEd] w2H olfdt E52 AEH oop|E A= EdY AR A
A Fxot fdE ALR dapte AAEA Y GAE HestiA Al 7R &
HolA] ole] et gl A=
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7) H. White, The Content of the Form. Narrative Discourse and Historical
Representation (Johns Hopkins University Press, 1987), pp. 1-10.
8) o}z A& Aule] ths)A= White, Metahistory, pp. 1-42; Tropics, pp. 51-80 2t
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sto|E7} A&k 1 A WA EH2 ‘ZF(plot) 0|tk EFolF o]of7| 9]
T4, & EAYRA A7 999 A olopr| 2 FrHA I o]opr] 7}
A B8 F7Y olopr| o] EHULEE st HHAS Tt SPo|Ex o]
op7] glo] MARE HAatA&o] E7hsdHRol £ 9ol FAtY ojopr|= &
7Hestth Bk, oAl Taf A ofopr|7t AAH R oulE ZFA| AL,
a3t MARL E7] fJeiA e 270] shute] EEEt FR ojor] 7t Hof
ofstm] 18}7] YA EXR0] Holghe Aolth. Fo|Ex HAHY A}
AedA E2Y FaA4T Bste] a0 2= HBaAT & AAY, 3
o|Ed mE2H AA7l= o] 2R B3 SAENA A4lo] AEdte FAtY
gu|E BT £ 9o, ARRE Ex= At oopr]o] #7l ERT12E
i}”ﬂoi/ﬁ olof7]¢] ofu| & o] & 4= Utk Aol

ER0 #3t =204 Sto|EZF EW3| Frxdhe o] Atk AL JAt
9] °l°F7l o E2& AFste AL JA Abo] ofdet Japrtate Ao,
Spo|E= QA AAket AAMA A 9 g (mimesis), & FAZF7L AP Y]
ti7]el 23 Sl olob7]E Zotfa, wra e Aolgtes FES ARE AL
2 2, FolEd 2 Al A ofH EAFE, ofF oopr|® A|Fat
A geth TYT AL ofg] TR oJopr|E FY & Yrke ARl

AL HHoE FRUT Ay 9o £ 0% Ao B 4% A4, F
4, ol9e] REuE Euste 47] A2 T2 A $RY olop|E THT 4
S Aol

Sho|Eo] mEH HAHH AAte] TR SRS AL AlFdthe Yol
A dA7HE 24718 o ol o] ¢ Bt 2aste] Sfo]Ek At
=5 T4 (enplotment) S 2 g3t7] A8 Z2to](N. Frye)d H]Bo| 22 83
o}, & QAtE 2471} R R BRS A YA 49 UPH =
F-Z(pre-generic plot-structures)’ o ¢]&3stH ZEZ o2 ZrrA(Romance),
H|Z(Tragedy), 3]=-(Comedy), F2}Satire)2] v] £5F 7124 A=sicty 2ot
2al oto] A2, ulgo] ofE g, o] oEL, 7t £BL W el

29| Sejotel] el St ok A siee] Sefotold, e
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833} o132 2gAce Pe A A4S A2t S AR
S 428 Ted, SA IASS FASE 2e Agte] Hojw
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AL 2R AEste] ojopr|E 1 o W24 A
A& vl Ex 3F0] "k Aol
Tt b Bof AALY oul & ity 3 Axrt Hete E s A
| =% (formal argument)’ o|t}, E%o] JAH Ao ujgH 2}
2 32Kk (cognitive) Aol £t & o] Eo] mEH
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Algh=d], ‘Fel22 (Formist) , “§-7] 22 (Organicist) , 7]# &2 (Mechanist)’
‘AY A E A (Contextualist)y Zelo] 1A o]t}

Sto]E7} Fid7]& A (idiographic)’ o]2ti® RE2& FHEZ 22 ‘At
A H(historical field) 9ol ZAj3l= thoFdt AR EQ] AH2oln E43 HF &
2207 WAjolth, SloEL JHE BYL Garbt AF

o olet 23 gtk & WEEA =3UAL B oA
%ﬂlﬂ Y}L SEG $40] WHAD 18 53} ALolE SAE A
°l g E‘su 2GSl EA2 B3] ;Ltga% Aolch

o

ottt S8 14 299 U2 oy 4Re) A A 3

7IARY =59 BEL QARA o #4Hy SHo] opYzt S

= AN f7184 2 fAbei. 22y 7|42
%71%751 Lzaie ga) dAEA o 27} 234 (synthetic)o] of
A A (reductive) 2L Wt} thA] Ta $7)28 =2 ML ‘9AE

9) Sfol =7k AHEIHE ‘oAt WA ol3t Bol AAte] AT Aol Et ob4
Al Sfs REEA g, thAl W AT A& ol Aol 9k,
SAPAZRS] @ 34 T el olu]et, (Metahisory, pp. 1415, note ©



A o SR WE AA Aol AA Y dFEAM {71322 FREH sl
9 TS o|FA, VARH =FolMe EEAA A & FLo=
2 o9 25 7|ARE =52 dA et dHaA ol
&3 B = 2As e A= Aol Fo|Ex ot
o ozt Gaby AR 9 EAQY A ZA nfEasY =
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T 2 v
gt 378 958 AR BRE, & A7G @ A 544 A
oluf A o AT A AYLER Fe GARY o AAFo| B
£ A% W ool Glom B/ S FRATE P HolFOoRA 1 4
A2 EAAT 1 oulg Aestels A Yaole ¥ 5 gk Sol=k o
A =3 e AYAEH A2 GEHA ANEA REadRE(

2o] AN BESE ol 2274 ojug Fa) AFHTHE RolT), So|E
of wh2w dAtd Aol oldgmsH SHe
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T AAA ofnof| djsf FAZFL Hohe B MYt ALRA 2E I
A EL ol 22719 848 YT 5 Qlth Fo|Ex JAATAN LA <
oH &2/ AN AFE T AA olF 2274 Helety B}, 8
o|E hsk¢(K. Mannheim) —4 olEl&R7| 85 &3t A7} Fdhe o]
22719 f3o2 A B4F9(Conservatism), AH-7-32](Liberalism), F2F
9—](Radica||sm), BABRZ0|( Anarchlsm VS S Yt} Fo|ET AAEHE o] Y

B9 ot ZE7]= FAAY AAA YEE = AR A thgt Q1A oyt
WE“PM] et tg 3 HHE dvbd Ay AZEE onjeit 4E
9 Bkl W WSS 7HF 719dhe BaFe 7}” Ate 25449
(socially congruent) BFd ¥3}o] 7} A2 o)1 Ytz o] EARZF O L 713
AH3] =93 (socially transcendent)o]t}, o] B} 2830l HAHY AL,
FAFYE A FAS At A oFITe] F7to YAt

AG7HA Ao E o] Sto|Eof W2H JAZI7E Aeshs JARY ofn|=
AA7L7E st Al 7HA] Ao 9 A Ade, & w]ghd oA &,
AAEA AolA =%, &2 oA ofH&z7]9] Ags F3) 244
ot 29 FA AP 7 Apdof ThA] 242 H] 7HA) £ 9 2ol e
DS o] BYE Aol9] hoFE o] BAZE B 4 Ak & AL &
A8 AQA gl whet AAHA A Ao os AEsta, 125t
A rd Aol 23] 7HeAo] 8&ote WEY thFdt JAsiA o] EA
g o Q7] fZolnh 2 Bo|Ew oY T4 :

SA SPo|EL GATLY dabxgole Yl 7HA] A Aol YAstA 2§
= o|Fn WHEEE Aol S XA g Wl EX, =%, olv&
27] 449 2 vl 7Y ABREL A2 F£23 A-3-8A (homology)ll 1
on ofo] we 47k Ml WS of EAFtE Rolth o] A A
S AR AigeFalo] dAbzt lQlel wet ddA o shte 1y e
& ol B2 BaE 9 w1 o paale] Giat Aglolt skt e
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10) stol EX TAHQ G4 kfpol B, £F, o279 Al A F4 A



Aol we FebAt olg8 e £ SETA, £3, old2RsA ¢
A Apelo) A A8k o) BAE Sol=0] AxtelZelA] thS: Fa gt ojn]
et Sjol=0] Aol Bol4 BAlolet B 4 S fERkAH (ropology)
w2 o] EAlo] dhat EojolA EWelr) whEolth 10] Axfel2elA 7}
olsfst7] YE HEo|ZE & S o 2L 7 theat ZTp
sfolE & oJaj7he] At s Ho] wsh AN EA, 84 Aol A

ozi rlo mlm

FRHE 2 A ol U 8T TS At A oA 2
Lo Ok Ay deuc o 2EHC SR HEFE of 43
o e Wa) 9 il A9l AR o ¢ wAel FEac
solEof GEW GAkE AN GAHEANN 7 ALsnA s i
2 A9s] Aol WA Ste ATFAZA T ho] Fololn of@ AA
sosjo} Bk, 2 GAHE AAAE HORA GAEY S HdEeE
B4 Ao GA $H IRS B A% o] B 4 YES
gHEolof Atk Zlojth, RUHTIE GAbbt R e AP B0l

olol 25T ol e YE AR, oAy vigdE T2y

o Haeld 2Hro) 22T JEEY =Fo] Yolste okt gel Mg F

o] o &=27|E A, FEIA2EE o|gF o} 2YIFLY A&A

Fxpo] BRI AYLE =29 o &Ry H Footi thE B4FY g
AL Holgoh, E foj= 9] w339 (Democracy in America, o] Y ElY E3
o Ao HFH EXY VNARE =3 ALeA gt " A=
(The Old Regime), 2] AW TA% ByFols T2 28, FAH2EH =

SAo] R gt o=t mauel AW dYHLel Heof

/\1 U3 25 HolAY 271¢ 7] A& Atolo] A Ao HatE 2
AFE AL, dlg B9 vj4d), nt2as 224 5 Eol Bk, 1
& Aol gt mAolA Pt A A g B Hol 144
< BoFgithe Aol ¥ O& FAAE I S BoFA &5t
d4L B 2AE HHALL dEE o 13 ke cmxA
(doctrinaire)” o] 2} 3 7}3tc}, (Metahistory, pp. 29-30; Tropics, pp. 70—71)

11) ofg} A& th3s] A= Metahistory, pp. 31-38; Tropics, pp. 71-75 &%,



B7bsee 2EAoR AYAC YO 2L AT 4 g7 nolt, 1
A SelEE A s }w% AZe) WpoE P of 94 Fe
W9lo] BAL FH(poetic) ol A e At s ¢
A1 AR & QA DL e A edel 24 44219
Al Shs Aol

solEo] 2w G40 FAS AT B A AL 1 B9
7t HhE Q1oi2 olFA| 3, ozt 1 dlolzt WMo vl A (gurative) 4
48 7| 2ol o7 BolEL e Q77 Aok el B4 A
27400 Al Aol EeTH AL BAAAE D Tl
AL A7) A FAE AL F5d e HOR 74T 1) DYl
AHg3HE @, 1 Qojt A gulg 78 Syl glrka R 134
Gl e 39 EAHOE YUY FIHOE & 4 gt S 94
st ofs) M5 A2 WE 4 i el gt thA] Wl GA} Bt
ohlet Qare] Aol AMBIHE T AT &oioh THE YAele] SAAF WA
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QAT 2AE APHOE 14T 4 9, BA FHAA B Z 9%
3 AL BHFES sHe v 9Ael Wilo] stk Aol
o] ¢lojo] ul¢-& o] =AM (trope)’® o|t}, 3to]ELE H|F(G. Vico) &

12) oA} ‘-fMlL v, &, A 5, A e v, $9, A e

_/:Q. _q_]_ o _4 7]2\@‘ _9_017]. /\].E'.Q XIX-UH o= /ﬂ%z‘ﬂ- P olx]u]-

Qrtll A Frgold &8 7ML SR 2EE JHHLR Ve

<

FAPHolR R THtum) 2k ojm 9] T1ElA of H(tropos)o] AJAFSHE O] o

*“ﬂl et fike AEstAY 24sks Wt & 7leste Aoy A&
= O AlZolA B, 54 & kA g7t ofyet o ou|, Ao

13

=

ehit cherg olu g 7ha AoE EASHE £AH 7189 Rolth SapEe
gD AS AEE AN WelB EFAALY, HAH R Bao|
QAL F& e Aoz B AL AN Yo ous BdsE
Aolth, whetd IS Bl ket 1854 g, A AT o
o AL dolgAen & 4 Ak 1A Feolwopusl A H G
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o|F N A AF 3 3] HAK Burke)] @ AR o] 2
Fo] 25 (Metaphor), gH--(Metonymy), A-5-(Synecdoche), o] (Irony)
A e Y FAHCE AT Sfe AHE Aol BAIE
e AR, 283 A RE OFY HA A gofshe Al
ZA Zolely|(transfer) 2k T Itz £F A=Y onE o AR
58T FEARY SHAA FE3H= ol 1y 2F0A A2
HfH e AT AR IR0z gAY SR e gt o
Al Tl 2HE B BEEHE AR v A $4S IHE B A4l
E4AE IdE BEST
‘o]& "HE7](name change) Zh= %9 e FEY olFLE AHE A

o o]F& HAlste Aol ol 7t AR I vl fiAY] Aol & 2l
At R} FAl I 74 shE thE shte] EE R ofdfshe H]
FHdS gugtth & Bhe Hlvﬂr?%l«l AES BEY RE S AJE Y
Blle F23 AA o F £ Aol o] BAZH= SN QdAska, 9
FA F, AAH é# v«] TAAE 1 5 & FES OE FEY 7F

< ] 2192 BYste Aot

Afre Fa2 ol&sto AAlo] YA Aoz Eolh ol $A4&
L oulgdoltt AGE 49 D}XW}XIE AZ T2 T RS v gakA L,
A% A T RS o o4 Biu} 22O A7} OMEP Aol N A
I 7ol goie BAE SU WY 4L H B9Fe 29750 BAo
o & AR AR e BABA AA U FYLS o2 AEY BAS
ul§3He SApg ol

stojg e Atgolu dApel th3) S diteral) AHLolH FHT RS Hl%
A AN RATORN 1 ujS EHAE A9 FL %

4
i

7

-

o o e |
=

>
2
o

(metaphor)” 1} “d]-5-% (figure of speech)” ] =02 ALEH o] &oj= 20 2
ol M “2EY", & &4 Y H oI} 24 PHTE THYL JE
FEY dojF 4 W& 7H It (White, Tropics, pp. 2-3)
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£ 7He) 71 vlfrolt}, o] wholo] ARHE UFo] ‘H|eb4=AL (metatrope)
ozt F 2, B, A T ohE Al 7}11 |- o] B3 H]fof it
AEol L=2 Igd ANt & AL AHES RS ° dojrt
Ad 244 A A 2AEE &6, Hl FaolY & THe S A4
T e gAY SAE YudtTh mEbA] whelo) H GRS FARHE AMLgt
OJAE qdojof gt AREIA o sl 3|9 A o|x 27| HWAQ] FFe WA
Hrt,

AG7HA AEd AR #EE Sl EY =95 A tishe AR tha
PEoIThe S 7] o, 53] ARsto|Y 8ol 29 o] £ A9 o]
7b fA g3, yoprt oA 29 Aol GARALe} oA TR o] E ok
= AU YEE FS E Uk 2YY Fo|Es AR glo] gAA e
E7Hest 1 534S 94T £ o Bu, RS AAEES R A HAHY
“Z(soul)” o, FAZ} o} Fe FHsty = AR 3T 5 gl whA] IY
A7 oF 22 Holgty BRI SLAPHS ALY Kt Hi o] E9)
AFE olafsly] A= FaxgolA Aol AAst: 7|58 dTS
gotof gt

olw] 2| A3t AAY Io|Eo = A7 $ET AYH o s A4
T Yl ddE olalet o] 7hed AR WEE AL 7F ALY A
FARA I dAE 7Ieste H AHSste Aol HfE AR giZoltt,
a7 FolEx o] Aol HfA AFEY, & FAHHY 75l ©A dt
FAE EAAE fiel 2AA &1, © volrt Qe o dA o 3
Fobe, /ol et onjie] & A9a} a4 WAlS v gt £
ot & o|Eof W2 FAA G FAHS AgTidol of| AIA Hg
et ARt i Al ER =%, oldS271Y A4 ofE A
< Aesjjof st=A] vlg] HojF= Burmg(prefigurative) 7]5& 33},

FAP Y dAIA 7152 FEE U9 glo] A dET A AP S B

Jlx

l

14) White, Tropics, p. 2,
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T AEY BAE S5 FALR, 7Ad 2f= E4 (representational),
4= FAEF(reductionist), Av= T Z (integrative), Htoj= HIZ 3
(negational) FAle2 247} & {k(figure) Sh= vlofl A vlZET}, Zgste] 3}
o|Eo| WEH JAZIZE A FAQ] AR & A3 71« o, Ie °]
FA Y B RA dolE Foll o|n] A F2A FAs Fostal, oz
3R AL, T 1 FAY 4T YujRojo] HPe HPde Ao
ARo g g ZFTCEN AAIRAY 289 WS FHET AF
H 2Role ALY ﬁia% FHEH =35, Shole v=8 224 714
5, Aflle 47184 =5 -J—’“* EX, fo|Y A= 4
T4 AYAESH %%—%“401 Y7y Hu=A QD}E Aoltt, o] A

&9tk A & ulgA ol WAL B2
Ne ARSHE £AY AAF 7)%e Deis sl
Arfol e AT theat ol AKF 4 9L Aolth & AARAY A
£& Sl 29 oAelA nle] AAST T AARE o B4
W|shy, QX2 geld gl A g ekt Rol

AN AHLE BT BHEoIEHE AZL 147]0]d Atete] 2T a)%t
9 A719043 AR Sielth A A& B9 Wik AL
AT WA oSG Beoli, % 1 gut F nadee 3
sh ol WoR 19 2] e AR on A=Y W Fe AN
% itk Ao] GAHE] ANl BYoltt Bho 0] Al A}
olefat A7 AT o] diat TEAA EAAIG ul@ oju)g A
e,

lo
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Spo|E= A9 MAo] 2L 7H A ‘AR BH(historical poetics)’ o] 2kl £
2l ol GAA &Y E5H A4S 2] A doth Fo|EA
qake Bot SR BA|9 AR A6t B SAHol T $AH Qb F
SR ok=t} 3Flo|EV) ZEEt= dALY B L BRI A Aol & £
A A 7)5o] Yujate dAte ZEHOR @,A}7H XA A]—}\l-EﬂJ,]-

M5 Qlofof o|Ed BoHA A
sh ojafel B3y 44 e
ol A Ro2A At AN 42hE o
She Tgolopt dake] BegL 7MY 2 BejZohs Aol

ueha SolEl AT SFeks A2 AAet WS ofF gPHoz
TR AL Rejusitn 2y stolEo] B2w A F4L 3
+ 3 e E7HSHA 949 A4S bA "o AR A et E} IE
o Z4L olop7|of SXRTFAA ALl FA ) FAo] Az AT
2 A9 FAS A FI JAE AAR TS 5 e RS %i%
ojtt, EE 3lo % AZP7E R A AR AR AR 8= (real)
P4 Ql(imaginary) AHATHE t2the de FAsHA ¥=

: Ie :lziol A} AHE FEste A7 2 5 ok 94
gk, ofm] A zo] AN &Y tidS A HlFA doE T3 iz
A 7t Aoz FAsET= Holr A7l o FAHHTI
(construct) wj&o]c},

StolEx A& tid AAZE At s Aok i (invent) | )2t
A GAtE AT GEgite Ae HUA] 99 Ak A eventy 3t
A (fact) & FEEIT o] mEw GAHA AL BUHQ Ao ]
2o} 719} o] Aol AR Z ZAISHE shike] AR (reality)el WA AApE AHA
2 AbAo) e shke] SHistatement) oltt, SALA ALAE Gt A ofu]
Zol3 Zolu] Aot Aol opch Tt GALA AL gEd age
Fol AL 718 SoA ofu] AHUEA EA3HE o] ohlet 7|SL uigo
2 At T4k ghet ojth, so|Eof 4 Atdlo]h HF2ER. Barthes)
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o] AAYRE “2& AdojAte] £z (only a linguistic existence)” o] THE(A.
Danto)9] EHUZ GAZI7E “Giiit 391 AFA (event under description)” ¢l A 0]
o glo|Eo] t2W AAbE AbAT A A JAptA FE x
o9 EQHAsitt, ‘Eete o (Konrad Adenauer)= 19494 949 15% A
So| 2t S0 MBEUTY % L AV 71 RH0| 1 Tt ARIE A9

Slals AR AR Abd o] &E] AR Boe HE glon, JAHY
AL J 3 A, Aol 5718 7Hs S e gk, stolEo] 1
A Apo] =Rl o7k Qi RolehE A At Bobssi,
of WARH 54 Azdo] GAby Abzlo] H7] SISHE Had F AL 9
140] glojof gttt Aotk IR grhd JA7} AA o] o
7ol B4 71 o147} Q7] wRolk, SAE Aplo] darte) A
2 FASH Aol ozt GAEY AT A0l GAH AL H9FHe A
o1

ety SfolEe] wEw gAY UL HEOR Y A4S BYd
L on|o) A IALE AFAT 4 ot Woo Bt A pA] gt A}
A A3 AL Afole] AR AL TSR AR A AAE 3
HAAog2 7| AU(refery AT ‘UX|5}R](correspond) $=th, Slo]E
oA At 27hd IS shutz W Aol oty JAITL B E A
e Hus) 222 TYE Dok Rl g FASH A Hedoe
AL e AAYE AZsA BAStE o] ofyet AR Y] v o)A
e m bo] o] ARA 7] Aot

o2 A Gate] JAL st Fo|Est B8] 7

o 141 " AR I g e o Aol FolEd n=

_1&;

she Ae A4

H AR HAE

15) White, “An OIld Question Raised Again: Is Historiography Art or Science?
(Response to Iggers)”, in Rethinking History, vol. 4(2000), No. 3, pp. 398—399,

16) White, Content, p. 20,

17) A. Munslow, Deconstructing History (Routledge: London & New York, 1997),
p. 148,
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deiE BaEgn t A Gcon) o] okt dAbE AUzt 1AE
oV APHOE AT 4 G, wheby ke BT EAS B3 1 A
2 U 2L B7Rsstohe Rolth ste|=elA] AAet 52 A oAt
& BASAE ST Y oln)E Bedesls AAsymbol) ot} e

S(metaphor) 2k B 4 Sc, ThA] TSR AR A AT ¢ 4
Qi B )53 WG o|u] NS Holsla, 18 BN HALY) EXEe
Al 3 3A7 off Rolm, & 1 ol £AA 2 4 9 WS A
SH Aol AN AZSHE AL T4 1 A7 oIzt TAS olsiet
shube] dafel Aot

RG] AR SR AAE oldsh AL AL AT e 94, 3

A, HI97E AARS] EASAA g4ata aFo] 47 olaE 4 sl Ao
7 Wgolc AT A% Wd, S8k 5 1 Aol Babd QoA 15
oA 2 el WRA BEPE o olop] A Fol vz 19 Aolth w
Bb AAHE B9 oAb AE B QR ookl Aolg FRIHs
AolT 15 Aolo] §AH4o] 9L vl §ALE AASHE Aol ThA )
AR AL AL Hake, 243 SA B9 H4 2 A ARE
o 49 AT Eo4A ou)g Hojsl ‘UPH BETE B ojsfoH
AAFe) Sl Z ofsfaie Aolt. A% Ak ASH Baste] AL A
she stbe] WA ofm] o WAAE Gdlmels) A4S Urka & 4 9
o Al A Ea AREhe UAAE BREozE A9 £A o
o wahm YA BEHOZE 5 Hao A PHe B4 AR B
vge] EAE A glrk Aolch

ARR) AT AT dabe] ul Bae B o} X BE
AR, AARE TAS TASHE A A5l ofujshs voh Hgo] sht
o 9T olopr| A MEo] )& ZH=w] o] ALY ol XkAel oju]7} uh
2 ddmelen @ 4 ook 2 AN AL e AW Ee B

18) White, Tropics, pp. 8891, 133-4,
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o 9T 4 gtk Aol B2 a30] AL YA FAe B2o|
B3 E O 34 2 4 A sET Gt Aestt Qe
A8 GAE AR BUT 5 b E Shte S5 Yoz weA 949
the ol

oh&e AAF Wxg ey 4L JAH A AR YL
WA gAY 7HA] S84 867 e ofdte AS Rt s
T 49 glo] 270] A&t gle oloprld =94, &84 gujE £
oste Hol7] mioltt, 2gste] Sto]Ex AARgt HALE Ao A =T
A 2gg 3 T9d ZE(conclusion) o] otz GAH AMHE HHo R
% 9] (displacement)st7] ¢laf Wl =94 ‘wek(udgment) & AbEolgtal F
A3t} 19

At AT dEl S Fxste SPo|EY TR ¥ 7HA] F8
& AAZE e}, MARs GAZEE QAR AR o] Befste AolA], A AL
A ZAA o] WAsH= Aol ofdzhz Fol HZ Ao}, of HE& AHY At
et Bo| B =90 A ou|E 7hAH, gheF o] AA o A7} §l
O 19 AR HAAF o R H58E deth Fo|Ex o & 45t

A Aol A A4, A AIF, 3, E 1L st
&, & wEold ojopy] FHE Upeht x]ﬂouzi 3=} oy
Hu A7)k Aabets @H, S AlFelu 2o gl gt 9%
Y 58 ¥ 23 28 o|2A= ¥e, I8 AFY 94402 YE
=717 283 A *1]”01 A0 A 2R ofu] AATE Fof, et
Z—'lﬂi‘ IARE oldfshe 89 AY oA ojn] "AAR T}
A =72 OMEI ofd EWd A3 ddof g iy &

Zﬂoﬂ 72 =Y FHE SJote] 222 Weta, of W & Fejo ofof

e BET & e, 28 A4l et PHo] ag AA7?

i
r

o
£
ox

o rg
flo 2 dlo

19) White, Content, pp. 46-7.
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So|Ex FA 2 GAVIEY FHAH A et £4Z Faf o] gt
22 AN, SPolEE Al A7HY 35S EASHE £RE AlYstie
A 71GAE ol dBAT AT o Aol g o oz

g2 HE FEU Fo|EoAle QHOFLE Apdo] 242 T & gntA
U A2A29 oop7|E S FE AR Aaed 4 e &l A4S
B3ttt E3] Fo|EL MAIFAS 2H3a] B3 duTt GA7| 29 RuF
A FHE SET AV AR A Ed FEAY A7 GES FESHL AL
© HAMe F4fo] vdede ARRlE wlE I ALY ARRlA 7)5E EhRlT
StolEof w2 MAs W AR, AR FHCEA FYo] &3, 1
g o mE FHA A4, A A i A4 B AAR
?*E} EW T T FANZ e AA(reality) o] SE Q#4439
0}1 A2 55, &2 Ao e Folste] dAE HEx 4
ojfele ¥ A=S fASL A AXE YFesor T 2
}“‘E}h Zojtt, n7IA 2 dEe SR olsjHA|, 1o 1’41?‘& %’4
4*—]6‘ 0 vl2a AR 1, 25, B S AAY A 8
7Hs Aol A7tk Ao
of e AR A7 FFHA delAy 7Hed dud Zdé_!*é
504471 HPE% &3] *P%Olﬁ} ?ﬂZH 52 met J&

ol)l

o

m@i.}ir(o&
(o ot oo
ol 4
J_
fo fx lo

m[o oixi

X

=

>~
ok

glo

A

i
I

(e}

Yo
-IJ ftlo
Fﬂ,
e
ofr
ol:l

e WSS Aole), 29l Hel=E Ada 4

Pt 353 A%ED, BE AAjoE A BEo ¢
Baelo] LES £ Lo 2] ook AT,
FE7 240] girie AL BAT B AT AR o
clek ok, ) Ul A1 Al it AAIAY A ol
T AR St $28 olopl7t E 4 e AL =94 U

R 2 off e
oX,
o

d
22 H
1o fob G N
my ox
*” to
o P ”r
2
ol
o

flo

>

20) White, Tropics, pp. 24-5.
21) White, Content, pp. 11-14,
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2olZe Aol

sto|Eo] st MAZE 23 =93 &3 oujet 4] 84E
194)7] 2 Gateto] &dsh7] A7HAE AL AUt 1847]174A]
IAbs A A, =94 H gl Yol HEE ozl AR A
& AlYsta GArd o] S8 7ol W8 JINE WHE A= obF AU A
St opyEt tifE ofhEol o] EFgHolint. AT FA Y 58
= B AAE WA, FAA Bt AdE s, S |
S3te & TSI oA ™ JARTI AR 2SO B8

chopet 7
AU, Helz 414 Aol At F= UeNE SHL Tk gulzt
L AHY B2 540l et
solE] w2 1947] 2GALY S, 5 A SR wiE o]
THs Aol et Thgoleteh 5 1947]0] HolSol Ak ARH BRe §
qo2 AYsteld w2 WAL AFHA GAS BeAT AR H, F
A Qo] thysta, GAtel et ANGEOZA GAEsto] At Ga
of Tadhe fEIoLY WA o8 2277 45 Wolk 43l that &
eloh vzl QotR Aoleh, olHat Age] Setn GAE ey ggom
WE] 9 Aol T BEE B A7 LA ojusALF 5
L B0l IR G0 EANGH. gl W AL WAY s
F, YeeE 254 7k Holo} ek, 187 AL SA ol
ol AESIN HBAA G FEslor st QA o o)y A
Ashgel Hue R dag sy, v dAste, A Rolel
250 A FAFE Aol okt T o4 A AFGAL Ty
0 QA AL WASHT 12 BPOR BAS U IHE ATY
sho B9kt o] Heith TeT A ZUS a4 ARA, ALH, A
1go] QAATY FHgET Helon GAATE AT EY ARH &
3 8, AE7 B

Sk SHEStEEA Yol et AU dEstee B ohet fET)

2
e
ol
_(|)_l‘
¥R
o

12 &

of

(O D
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ok 9413 eabelajo] st Elich SARE oAt ohet RS
o gzt Helom, o ol XA Yuht F1A Fote] o] ohet
B A 25 Aol A7 Hng s B3] gEojo} o4

HEE= FAY AL o] BT} iRkt (de-rhetoricization) 2t R=2& 9
A Atate] it A& n|stgint, Spo|EVL A Aste EAE -”r‘ﬁ
Hok dALE 94, 53] 2FAY 247 AT AF6] FEstE = A
oltt, thA] el oA AL Aedhe olob7le JAIZE Aetet Aol of
Uzt 4% 429 et A8 715, & FAE FoiA AT Ade A=E
SHAl Hqltt, Le]sto] AAtete olobr] FAL TR ZReE ARl 8
o2k o7]A Hoith FAA SHol|A Y HIt= W89 HstE Fuksiqitt,
714, BiE, BV 5 $2F U3y T gAY a5, T4
He) aA7h He ot AR T2 FAbolA HiAIE ST ARA R o
A A FAAHOR olf & = Gle AR AFEo] B Ho|

%\41:]_'22)
Spo|E= ALY BHE3}, AUt 7hAL WEE QAR AdE Y A
£ 92 g45H o8 gt I3 Fo|Ex o] AFE 9 AA 7} 1847
S5k ojsh fopol= UehdE FEITE obgthE(the beautiful) 7} ‘1%
(the sublime)’ off 3t =<7} 2 Aot} 1847] 549 HeA A (F.
Schillen= dAte]l 29EHE, & AW 150 £, AGS ¢ubet &3, #
AN, 294 BHELHE A4 oo FAT & gl =ed FH
3 g =

stk dejfAl e

rﬁ

g A% = g g vzt ¥ & oy
g'ol Hla) 23% HFoIAA ke nlgke) thyelglnt Teiut ST o
wste A3} olBthe o mlgoz YA} AL HBFoIs £]Eolet
£ $TWS ol 42T AU QAT IA AAKD Shask

22) White, Content, pp. 65—66,
23) White, Content, pp. 6873,
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Sol=of 2 ARAOLT o e 2of AHsLel 4y oFBoE
9 ua Al 8T A0l AN B oA Az 4R
3 2EZo] ohjzt WA A BT ]3] H5a el H3
18h3 Aol g3 s AN & Atk JAISA
4ol Ao ARatn Aae Fuoly A2 Ae 27
 BoutE AwshE dasty 1Ee s ¢u A4 o
g FASAT, B3] A9 ARjo] BE Aaprte) e
3, Wbl o2 ZEolokdt el HYith $uF o

A oake] AAG obETHY & R0 2H FUHA
of thgh vjde AqYstar A 710fst= AAA olHE&ER74 75
Y3 =92

Spo|Ex b & tfe}t FH Y AYA ArdATFol= otk o Hgh A&
A8 AA7F g AFoE ot Jltkal B o]F Hwitth SHo]Eo
02 esdo: AR Had Z*EOI sl 39 22 Eofoltt,
AR = EAZOA GAA AFL S FIstT AR AMdoA AR B2
S TAshs 24, dAb] L fE 5 H3t o] 2oyt R Eo] glo] Ao
oA AHE AT 2 AMeshe A¢olgts TYde 223 ¥t
E}. 53] A= JUgES F7oke Aol RS Fo 9He R

Sho|u} AP AIQl Hety} FREW, st 29 Eefo HAKistory
prOper)’ < 9A LR G0l Qltke U ddFo|tt el rA o

At ol E7IU FEToL 943 Addof rhe S oFE FHT
Aoz dolselth= Aol

Spo|EE ol o] ZE HEHY U4o] 2AFOE ol U
Z 23112} gtch, ‘Hel g AH(Metahistory) = 1 H|ES &3S ol $ho)
Eo W29 A= IAo| Tt A& ol ke 258 TAL B}
of AA7E AZbshe Aol tigt A& ofch, I HollA FA AA|7} ok,

i

o
41:&2

24) White, Content, pp. 65—67,
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oA (beyond) , B2 GAL ‘Th(after)’ o]t Sjmo) A ‘HEFGA} 7}
2o AaF & %it} WEFAY o FREE=, FA Aol AHHC
AgFshe EHY FAF 2 GARRY dgo] ke AY JAtE
dH AAEA ZAR it 3™ U2 @A JAL SEtet
AP A, A=, AeY AE2A A=std gArdTe] &3
Zast AYR & wiAshe 0 Bojt P

e

flo rE 1o 2 ¥ 12
1=

slolEt Weo] S o WEAF & TS AL e 2L W
#7718 238 1AS WA 2YU SolEd] BEW GALE
o oxpEsh g e & ol &2y AT Akl GelolA] u)

Askazl stA|ek “Ef o FAF HA] ZHA R o|f 27| Y e By
7] o}, AR Atolol| Ztol7t UTHH ojul &2 7|9 247 PA Ao B
SHe AR v ALY AL Aol WS E ] §lE Holtt I
A At vlsl 252 AAHEEto] B 247] Bl@A ojnf (A Y 4 Uk,
SPo|Ex WEIGAF o FREE JAY 299 F9o] IE Fe F
At AATIEN A At BAA o7 A At Ao H|g 7159
AEYS, EY woS v R 3 Y ds AR, So|Eof o)
“*}7} & Akt Ao e tAael A Y FRAAE Az t=rE
= AARE Aed AT 7Y, Ae ST 9E SolAMe 223Lr F
dstrhs AS AR Zota ok §3] 252 SAMHE B8 A&
AT Au| 5 Fofst= ALY 7]5E AE olsfstA] Fsta At 12
o] Blo|EL ‘FAlo WYL (the content of the form) o]gt A A RS
3l GAAE Y W&ol MAE A Flshe Aol otk AAY 4] 2t
A7} olu] &-& AR HE JAg D
Jdd FolEx QA thRIASH: A AAdle of| A, of

{0

25) Jenkins, Conversation, p. 70; White, “Response to Arthur Marwick”, in Journal of
Contemporary History, vol. 30(1995) p. 235, 246.
26) White, Content, pp.ix-xi.



@ SPle e AAT, Shol =] 443 24 %zg% FCEE=="
o]

H so]EojA 17k ﬁ*}h Al et Zo &5 243 BHAQ Ay ol
ofyzt 49 sjet Rx2E HojFe AY ol
S AF3EE7? ol tit StolESf HH2

gjo} ojAlg wHYRTt ol E ot FxEte 2 SolAE A7 4
< A9 Folil AA2 0 AYolte Mg xR 123t SolEE g
AZE ARG 3t w2 Eaf Q17E AR R(the burden of history)” o 4
gAZIE d Aok AEIT AP GARATE T8 dAlHor € A
Aol digt o7t JFol ohyzt @A} vl et AzHe] A= 9
Aojets Foltt, thA] Lol SAtet ¥ate F4lS 7h= s A5 287t
ofyzt mje] FEUoLE T FAIM AT G dHo] HojoRit
Ao ?

V.

Ag7H A et 2
o i 2EHA n
o) ofBAL SR YT & Utk AAHOE W Aok TR Y
ol AuEol | W 10 = o7k AR S dof HHA AM Hl‘&
3 7o) e SolE0] i W3} Bk Qe OB B ¢
L AAfol Zolut £4RY 5 ALl AL B4 19 o 2] Thit o] olu %
Z% @ % ok olesbel BE 2719 ABE Sabdols $oi2%
ofe AL gsrgow, ofsfey] ofele lolat Aot o BAHE A

27) White, Tropics, pp. 28—50.
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A7) = it Tl = o] ELf HAto] oA Aol Zhe F840]
AAFHEA, IR FF = tafo] Uk ®

A AL AR =5¢AE 2FAThE eARH Ol AFEE Y e
Aofoll AT 253 AAA] ofYd ARt et w52 Fof S5HEA,
a3 3R] A4S F2A AN FAHoR Zgst=A] oty JA
7b7t QA o 2 Helsher] ERYsltHe A Ho] 9ot ® sto|Ex A
YL o] % o AgelAf AufFolen, JAzte AEA, 21 9
ARoz E4 LA dEgiths FL Zxdd A4 I MEgALY
Tulof A 2o Aad doi o Az Nad Aolw, IAL Holy
H A1 AAE 29, FESEE Aol RIS heln U P
Ty AR o) Aelo] ulsti AFRo] Aol PHAE oFo] A7) HE
Y 1 7k St $ApE AR 238 ojH 271 H AR MR Aol
obd7} s Holth, 18 A% MAFAS BHTHE AL FTFHOR by
9 Hlfrgloi7t obyz} ofdl &2 7]olH, 1E|dto] Fpo|EY XA} 7hed=
o ER7|E FHOE Fo|EY AAIES AT E AlE YT §l
q_‘31)

Aot9 HGFAT o 27| 7heE of® 847F JAY AfE AA st
A =HHLE st #8517 olge A e =2AR EE
bl gleh, SHAIT JAM &S AJHlishs WEFGAR AtaLe) HIES ofdle
2717} o=t A3} 34 o] Weks BuRshe AotA, AF olnl A olA 2gk

© Aol vtz so|EY F340] 5S dofAe ¢ Dot so|EY A4
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ABSTRACT

History as Fiction: Hayden White’s View of History

Ahn, Byung Jik

Hayden White is the most prominent American scholar to unite
historiography and literary criticism into a broader reflection on narrative
and cultural understanding. Specifically, the publication in 1973 of Hayden
White's Metahistory marked a decisive turn in philosophical thinking about
history. In this book, he offers an ambitious schema of the “poetics of
history”, describing four structures of emplotment, four argumentative
models, and four ideological strategies. He adds to this a fourth, deeper
category of analysis, also comprising four modes — the theory of tropes.
Hayden White’s tropology defines the “deep structural forms” of historical
thought as the four literary figures metaphor, metonymy, synecdoche, and
irony, each possessing its characteristic means of organizing parts into
wholes. White asserts that the vision of a given historian derives not from
the evidence, since the vision decides in advance what will constitute the
relevant evidence, but rather from conscious and unconscious choices made
among the possibilities offered by the categories of his historical poetics.
Thus, given a basic honesty and competence on the part of the historian



74 Q2=F Hb51E (2004)

studied, White can find no reason to prefer one account over another on
historical grounds alone. The version of the past we choose depends rather
on moral and aesthetic values, which ground both the historian and the
audience and are beyond the call of historical evidence.

According to White, all historical interpretation is fundamentally rhetorical
because interpreting is what we do when we are uncertain how to describe
or explain something. This uncertainty leads the interpreter to search for the
available means of persuasion, which are figural in form and which can be
successfully invoked only by working through the range of tropes. Thus,
tropology forms a basic component in the study of historical narrative,
which fashions a unity from the diverse elements of language.

White maintains that the decision to narrativize real events as history
serves the ideological function of asserting the “beautiful”, meaningful
nature of the past (and present) and repressing any possible choice of
encoding a “sublime”, chaotic, terrifying meaninglessness as reality. This
“de-sublimation” made possible the professionalization of nineteenth-
century history by cutting its traditional ties to rhetoric, which emphasizes
choices among possible forms of representation. Thus, history makes the
past into an object of desire by giving it the same kind of coherence found
in fictions.

White's theory of historical narrative and tropes problematicises any kind
of realist empiricism and/or mimeticism, points to the inescapable present-
centeredness and positional nature of all historical interpretations, queries
old distinctions between ‘proper’ history and historicism by virtue of, for
example, their common metahistorical status. Indeed, White maintains that
historical study should show people how the past can be used to effect an
ethically responsible transition from the present to the future in ways which
prioritise the responsibilities of the individual by inducing in them an
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awareness that any given ‘present’ condition is always, in part, a product of
specifically human choices which can therefore be changed by further
human action.

White has been accused of encouraging in some of his writings the kind
of nihilism that invites radical, or even revolutionary, activism of an
irresponsible kind, and his theory of historical narratives raises the specter
of textual or linguistic determinism or utter relativism which White usually
tried to guard against. Admittedly, says White, he is - if not a nihilist -
certainly a historical relativist, but even then he somewhat underplays it,
arguing that so far as he is concerned such relativism is to be seen as a
basis for social toleration and not as a licence to ‘do as you please’. White
does not suggest that his rhetorical constructionist model is to be viewed as
a kind of linguistic determinism or, for that matter, that historians are merely
the instrument of their narratives. What White is doing is far more complex,
for he is inviting us instead to explore language as the element in which
everyone (including historians) exists and through which we all make sense
of our past, present and future. In addition, he reminds us that our
evaluation, interpretation and representation of the events and occurrences
of the past should be, as he says, judged ‘to be “relative” to the time, place
and cultural conditions of its formulation’.



