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ABSTRACT

Is ‘Gugeo’ (I3, Korean Language/National Language)
a Basic Modern Concept?

Lee, Byeonggi*

The essay considers several issues relevant to narrating the conceptual
history of ‘gugeo’ (EXEE, Korean Language/National Language) as part of
an advanced work. From examining its definitions in the Standard Korean
Language Dictionary and the provisions of the Framework Act on the
National Language (Law No. 7368), it is noted that the concept of ‘gugeo’
encompasses various implications like ‘official language,” ‘nationalization,’
‘national characteristics,” ‘Korean alphabet,” and ‘regional characteristics.’

To confirm its status as a basic concept in a modern sense, the essay
examines whether ‘gugeo’ has undergone the four categories of conceptual change
introduced by Reinhart Koselleck, that is, Democratization (Demokratisierung),
Temporalization (Verzeitlichung), Ideologization (Ideologisierung), and
Politicization (Politisierung). The essay reveals that ‘gugeo’ had gone
through or had been going through all these changes in the period before
1910, when the Korean modern transition was underway.

Finally, after stressing the fact that the national awareness of ‘Hanguel’,
the character system of the Korean language, has accelerated the modern
conceptualization of ‘gugeo’, the essay presents the need for further stud-
ies on this issue.

* Department of Korean Language & Literature, Hallym University



