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1) Valbuena Prat; Historia de la literatura Espafiola, Ed. Gustavo Gili.
José Maria Borque; Historia de la literatura Espaiiola, Taurus Ediciones,
Francisco Rico; Historia y critica de la literatura Espafiola.
Garcfa Lopez; Historia de la literatura Espauola, Editorial Critica, Editorial Vicens-Vives.
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2) Miguel de Unamuno; Amor y Pedagogia, Coleccién Austral, Espasa-Calpe, 1984, p.137.
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15) Julidn Marias; Miguel de Unamuno, tercera edicién, Coleccién Austral, Espasa-Calpe,
Madrid, 1960, pp.199-200.
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Unamuno’s philogophy and tragical sentiment of life

—a resume—

Hyun-Chang Kim

Unamuno is at once a great author and a philosopher Spain produced at the beginning
of the 20th century.

Unamuno has a very original personality, knowing how to harmonize literature and
philosophy. He is also a paradoxical and anti-rational writer, and the theme he treats
repeatedly in his writings coincides with the essential philosophical subject. In this sense
we can say he is a philosophical author,

His works are, ho.wever, remarkable literary ones by their own quality. They are
nevertheless no simple literarily decoration to the philosphical thinking. Unamuno is much
too artistically and literary well-grounded to walk into that trap. When Unamuno writes,
" he tries to show us something more; for example he is haunted by the problem of human
conscience after death., At the same time, his meditation centes on the man of flesh and
bones, not on the abstract humanity.

Reason is an enemy of life for Unamuno. For this he refuses to express his philosophy
through reason. Arriving at the conclusion that reason can’t solve the broblems of life
and death, Unamuno chooses novel and drama, in other words, literature, as a means to
express his philosophy. :

Inconvenience, life’s difficulties are the causes of anguish, and anguish appears when
one can’t adapt oneself to the conditions of life. However it is through anguish we can
arrive at truth and immortality. The tragical sentiment of life of Unamuno manifests
itself when the author comes to realize that life and death depend on the Creator and
not on himself. This doctrine has been made clear in “Niebla”. This novel represents
very well the philosophy of Unamuno’s tragical sentiment of life.

According to Unamuno, religion presupposes the existence of man, not of God. The
human desire to have the immortality of the soul makes man create religion. Unamuno
refuses pure and unconditional faith.” Eternal ignorance is not acceptable for Unamuno.
You have to fight until death to conquer the mystery of life. This problem of faith is

well expressed in “San Manuel bueno, martir.”
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Unamuno has meditated much on death. His meditation is especially concentrated on
the immortality of the soul. For Unamuno two means exist to conquer death: the first is
iinmorta}ity and the second resurrection. As far as his existentialism is concerned, he has
been deeply influenced by Kierkegaard and Spinoza.
Unamuno has realized his literature through philosophy and his philosophy through
literature. Completing this monumental work he has shown us the new horizon literature

and philosophy can have.



