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History was a series of actions, with no other than chronological succession, independent
on each other, and without any tendency to introduce or regulate the conclusion.It is not
always very nicely distinquished from tragedy. There is not much nearer approach to uni-
ty of action in the tragedy of Antony and Cleopatra than in the history of Richard the
Second. But a history might be continued through many plays: as it had no plan, it had
no limits.
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Tragedy was not in those times a poem of more general dignity or elevation than comedy: it

required only a calamitous conclusion, with which the common criticism of the age was satisfied,

whatever lighter pleasure it afforded in its progress.
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The best actions in the world, either for tragedy, comedy, history, pastoral-comical, historical-
pastoral, tragical-historical, tragical-comical-historical-pastoral: scene individuable, or poem unli-

mited.
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In order that a drama may be properly historical, it is necessary that it should be the history

of the people to whom it is addressed.
It takes, therefore, that part of real history which is least known, and infuses a principle of

life and organization into the marked facts, and makes them all the framework of an animated

whole.
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3cit. Woe to the land that's govern’d by a child!
2cit. In him there is a hope of government, That is in his nonage, council under him, And in
his full and ripened years himself, No doubt, Shall them and till they govern well.
leit. So stood the state when Henry the sixth was crowned in Paris but at nine months old.
(Richard J: 1, 3,9-16]
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(1) Henry IV—Part 1

God knows, my son,
By what by-paths and indirect crooked ways,
I met this crown: and I myself know well

How troublesome it sat upon my head: [Partll, IV, 5, 179-182)
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Excerpt.

For the last two and half decades my experience in the classroom made me feel some-
thing incomplete and missing because it was not easy for me to illustrate the difference
between history and tragedy, tragedy and comedy. History had some similarities with
tragedy, comedy, pastrol, and chronicle plays. However, it is advisable to form a distinct-
ive definition as to each play wishing to pursue.

This essay is designed to explore some distinguishable patterns of scholars in order to
build one’s own. I noticed without having a specific knowledge of its foundation along
with survey of English history it is almost impossible for Korean students who show a

lack of intelligence in the field.

Prior to approaching to Shakespeare history it is required to learn about some bibliog-
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raphies assuredly used by the author as well as his sources. Author’s dramatic adaptations
on historical facts can easily be summarized. Finally, I added a brief introductory comm-
ent to each play merely to serve an incentive for further study on his planning and stru-
cture of each play.

There may be no royal road in pursuing Shakespeare’s history plays, so I followed E.M.
W. Tillyard’s pattern.As everyone well knows, there are two tetralogies and two separate
plays-King John and King Henry VIIIL.

Ideally speaking, entire ten history plays must be completed during the course of a
single semester, if not, one tetralogy at least in one semester. It is almost imperative to
finishe up all ten plays during campus period and only then one can build a positive defi-

nition of each play studied.



