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7) A few weeks ago there appeared in a prominent Shanghai paper an article on Korean
Literature, the first sentence of which reads as follows : “Korea is a land without novels”,
and further on we read that during the last thousand years there has been no regular
novelist in Korea. It is not our purpose to question the literal accuracy of these statements,
but they are likely to cause a grave misapprehension which would be unfair to the Korean
people. These statements if unmodified will inevitably leave the impression that the art
of fiction is unknown in Korea-an impression that would be the farthest possible from
the truth.
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10) To say that Korea has never produced a great novelist is quite true, if we mean by
a novelist a person who makes his life work the writing of novels and bases his literary
reputation thereon. if, on the other hand, a man who, in the midst of graver literary
work turns aside to write a successful novel may be called a novelist, then Korea has
produced a goodly number of them. If the word 'novel' is restricted to a work of fiction
developed in great detail and covering at least a certain minimum number of pages, Korea
cannot be said to possess many novels, but if a work of fiction covering as much ground
as, say, Dickens’ Christmas Carol may be called a novel, then Korea has thousands of

them.
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14) The literary history of Korea cannot be said to have opened until the days of Ch’oe
Ch’i-win in the seventh century A.D., the brightest light of early Korean literature. He
is one of the few Koreans whose literacy worth has been recognized widely beyond the
confines of the peninsula. But even then at the very dawn of letters we find that he
wrote and published a complete novel under the name of “Kon-yun-san Keui”. This is
the fanciful record of the adventures of a Korean among the Keun-lun mountains on
the borders of Thibet. It forms a complete volume by itself and if translated into English
would make a book the size of Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe. The same man wrote a work
in five volumes, entitled Kye-wain P’il-gyimg which is a collection of stories, poems and
miscellaneous writings. Many of stories are of a length the merit at least the name of
novelette. At about the same time Kim Am another of the Silla literati wrote a story
of adventure in Japan, which he called Ha-do Keui-This is a one-volume story and of

a length to warrant its classification as a novel.



132 QAE=F A68H (2012)

F=ro] A0 vl dE = A7tE Medl] ety A TEEATL, o
Y "A571.7F TAEwE] ojofr] o A WA FARSH] mEo] )1
ES UBEL TBhE ] (Had K2 AR BHTE WAATRS 719t
(@i10-E AFstaL ok A 7799GEIEY 159 Lo Apale
2 Zkebrh 29 Hold S dob & d& & adotDe] 25 IR
e} Lol Bol Beinul ol ek Aeke] AT AR AL
2 thi e A5 el =A@
giin HEZ} o]lF A= welgt Aot I
A7|A TS 1= A2 oA ofRE Iehdls 7|08 A559] &
As dFskal ok Holok 7o) FBhwer) & “Ad= BRd vt
Hafo] oF Hmle] o]ok7](one-volume story and of a length to warrant
its classification as a novel)”2}al ALY, TZEALZ;E “1 AAZ 3+ H
9] &A%t HekS 7F331 Ql(it forms a complete volume by itself)” 3l “H| 3L
©o] FRH|L 324 ul=90] 0Ka book the size of Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe)”
o] T, MAYEA, 5 oJopr|Eo] “thHAMHolgt 15 tet BaFS
ZF==Q TP (Many of stories are of a length merit at least the name of novel-
lete) 3 gk A Fo] HI= T1efsith o= FAlo] ‘AP E lAlE Tt &
Fol MR glom, w2 ojopr|(dEhEo] ThHA H(novellete) O] Egk
Zra Qlpal AZRE AL ofu|gic) dotel T A o] Zjo]HS
15) TR E48 3k Qmof 7= AxHAlel 19 Ax} £eFo] Hol=
R Alojgo] 5 o|Ec) 2|1 242 TAlEHE] o]ofr], &= AEHE]
Aoz £H4E WA sdlAEe] 85 O AMARE Tof 94t J=-E5HAt
oA FHz=E gtglo}r} ofd o= £ ZE o F HIPI=rHEF MEH 2(2003),
A o, TeAxE gEshl, TAET 52, 86~973).
2 AR Soz Wyl AErto|z} Fto|l o Thitzto] &
sto] SoFshiElih S ATl e GEN R o2k g &3t
SH7IRZ fysith dEaT Se@@Einel FHolgtia stk
17) 152, THGAL sh(FHE A<, TASA) @43, 5 E21(1984), olHE o
ZF, 12 A=A)s, SRESH) 639%.

e o

16)

Lo N



AR e, 8% 247HE S(Hong Kwan)o] 7|4}
(Keuija) A|7]9] o]oF7| 52 FolA & T7]4(Keuidja jun)o] §l31Tt. ©]
of71 59| THARl A4 wlze] ool S R ERHA S5 =
© o] AR T o] HE ZHT 3] oo |ifiction}o] T i1
Zja10] #g7tolzt MAbE & HRACGERD-S TEAA (I, E

O
S

.]
(e} bl
oloA] T BES TlEARE W S A THEORA ot 24

olet $.2 4= Qlek®

A A4 ATFE T, 2~1126)193F < RAPS AEF
=t I AR RE miofely] ok ERt TEAPAL RIS The
Story of Long North Wall'& W13t 202, whalgdS 2w Ao

18) Coming down to the days of Koryii we find that the well known writer Hong Kwan
wrote the Keui-ja Jiin, a collection of stories dealing with the times of Keui-ja. This,
of course, was pure fiction though the fragmentary character of the stories would bar
them from the list of novels proper. Kim Pu-sik, the greatest, perhaps, of the Koryi
writer, to whom we owe the invaluable Sam-guk-sa wrote also a complete novel in one
volume entitled Puk-chang-sung or “the story of the Long North Wall”. This may
propetly be called an historical novel, for Korea once boasted a counterpart to the Great
Wall of China and it extended from the Yellow Sea to the East Sea across the whole

of northern Korea.
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20) About the year 1440 a celebrated monk named Ka-san wrote a novel called “The
adventures of Hong Kil-dong”, Not long after that the monk Ha-Jong wrote another
entitled “The adventures of Im Kyong-op”. Coming down to more modern times, and
selecting only a few out of many, we might mention the novel by Yi Mun-Jong written
in about 1760 and bearing the Aristophanean title “The Frogs”, or rather to be strictly
correct “The Toad”. Then again in about 1800, Kim Chun-tik wrote four novels entitled
respectively Ch’ang-sonKam-eui Rok, Ku-on-mong, Keum-sanSa Mong-hoi-rok, Sa-si
Nam-Jiing Keui, or by interpretation “The Praise of Virtue and Righteousness”, “Nine
Men’s Dreams”, “A dream at Keum-san Monastery”, “The Sa clan in the southern wars”.
Ten years later we have novel from the pen of Yi U-mun entitled “The Adventures of
Yi Ha-ryong”, In this enumeration we have but skimmed the surface. A list of Korean
novels would fill many numbers of this magazine. That they are genuine romances maybe
seen by the names “The Golden Jewel”, “The story of a Clever Woman”, “The adventures
of Sir Rabbit” and the like.
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24) “While many of the Korean novels place the scene of the story in Korea, others go

far afield, China being a favourite setting for Korean tales. In this the Korean writers
have but followed a custom common enough in western lands, as the works of Bulwer
Lytton, Kingsley, Scott and a host of others bear witness. Besides novels written in
Chinese, Korea is filled with fiction written only in the native character. Nominally these
tales are despised by the literary class, which forms a small fraction of the people, but
in reality there are very few even of these literary people who are not thoroughly
conversant with the contents of these novels. They are on sale everywhere and in Seoul
alone there are at least seven circulating libraries where novels both in Chinese and the
native character may be found by the hundreds. Many of these novels are anonymous,
their character being such that they would not bring credit upon the morals of the writer.
And yet however debasing they may be they are a true mirror of the morals of Korea

today.”
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25) The customs which prevail in Korea, as everywhere else in Asia, make it out of the
question for anyone to produce a “love story” in our sense of the term, but as the relations
of the sexes here as everywhere are of absorbing interest we find some explanation of

the salacious character of many Korean novels. And just as the names of Aspasia and
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27)
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AL

other hetairai of Greece play such an important part in a certain class of Greek literature,

just so, and for the same reason, the ki-sang or dancing-girl trips through the pages

of Korean Fiction.
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So much, in brief, as to written Korean Fiction ; but we have by no means exhausted

the subject of fiction in Korea. There remains here in full force that ancient custom,
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which antedates the making of books, of handing down stories by word of mouth. If
a gentleman of means wants to “read” a novel he does not send out to the book-stall
and buy one but he sends for a kwang-da, or professional story-teller who comes with
his attendant and drum and recites a story, often consuming a whole day and sometimes
two days in the recital. Is this not fiction? Is there any radical difference between this
and the novel? In truth, it far excels our novel as an artistic production for the trained
action and intonation of the reciter adds an histrionic element that is entirely lacking
when one merely reads a novel. This form of recital takes the place of the drama in
Korea. ; for, strange as it may seem, while both Japan and China have cultivated the

histrionic art for ages, Koreans have never attempted it.
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28) Fiction in Korea has always taken a lower place than other literary productions, poetry
and history being considered the two great branches of literature. This is true of all
countries whose literatures have been largely influenced by China. The use of the Chinese
character has always made it impossible to write as people speak. The vernacular and
the written speech have always been widely different, and it has always been impossible
to write a conversation as it is spoken. This in itself is a serious obstacle to the proper
development of fiction as an art, for when the possibility of accurately transcribing a
conversation is taken away, the life and vigour of a story are largely lost. Dialect stories
and character sketches are practically barred. And besides this, subserviency of Chinese
literary ideals to the historical and poetical forms has made these people cast their fiction
also in these forms ; and so we often find that a genuine romance is hidden under such
a title as “The biography of Cho Sang-geun”, or some other equally tame. It is this
limitation of the power of written language to transcribe accurately human speech that

has resulted in the survival of the professional story-teller, and it is the same thing that
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has made Korean written fiction inferior and secondary to history and poetry. In this,

as in so many other things, Korea shows the evil effects of her subserviency to Chinese

ideals.
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31) But the question may be asked. To what extent is fiction read in Korea as compared
with other literary productions? There is a certain small number of the people who
probably confine their reading to history and poetry, but even among the so-called
educated classes the large majority have such a rudimentary knowledge of the Chinese
character that they cannot read with any degree of fluency. There is no doubt that these
confine their reading to the mixed script of the daily newspaper or the novels written
in the native character. But the great mass of the people, middle and lower classes, among

whom a knowledge of the native character is extremely common, read the daily papers
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which are written in the native character when they can afford to buy them or else read
the common story-book in the same character. It is commonly said that women are the
greatest readers of these native books. This is said because the men affect to despise
the native character, but the truth is that a vast majority even of the supposedly literate
can read nothing else with any degree of fluency, and so they and the middle classes
are all constant readers of the stories in the native character. By far the greater part
of the stories in the native character. By far the greater part of what is read today in

Korea is fiction in one form or another.
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ABSTRACT

The Actual Nature of the Understanding and Enjoyment
of Gososeol (/i) as Seen through the Documentary
Records of Foreigners of the Early 20th Century

- focusing on the article ‘Korean Fiction’
in The Korea Review (1902) -

Lee, Min Heui

There are not enough extant written sources which allow us to re-
construct the reading culture of Gososeol (i5/)\iff, Korean classic novel).
In such a situation, some the documents left by foreigners who wrote
about the reading culture and enjoyment of Gososel works can be an im-
portant complementary source. Especially, The Korea Review (1902),
which contained an article entitled ‘Korean Fiction” by Hulbert, is a good
example; Hulbert introduces in this article the history of Gososel, the
unique characteristics of the works, and the enjoyment aspect and real life
of old novel readers. Therefore, we can judge, from these articles, how
foreigners regarded the Korean old novel 100 years ago. Hulbert was in-
terested in Korean classic literature, studying various fields and staying in

Korea for about 20 years, which is why he wrote an article such as
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‘Korean Fiction’. And though the Swedish journalist Arson Grebst stayed
in Korea for only 4 months, he also recorded vividly how Korean people
enjoyed their old novel works at the time, and how foreigners regarded
the Korean old novels. They commonly recognized that Pansori and old
novels are oral narrative and recorded the perception that foreigners had
about the relationship between Pansori and Gososeol enjoyment under a
multi-faceted academic interest. In addition, they also observed and pre-
cisely recorded the reading scenes of storytellers and scenes of Pansori.

In the article ‘Korean Fiction’, Hulbert identified the Korean-text novel,
rather than the Chinese-text novel, as being located at the center of the
developmental processes in the history of Korean old novels. This is oppo-
site to the perspective of Thomas Gale, who was famously pro-Korean.
Hulbert emphasized the close relationship between the novel genre, tales
and folk art. It is also possible to confirm, based on the documentary evi-
dence left by these foreigners, that the reciting of Gososeol works in the
form of an oral text - such as Yojeonbeop (&%) - was a general occur-
rence, and more popular than its reading in the form of a book text. This
demonstrates that the documentary records of foreigners are important and
useful material in surveying how reciting reading instead of silent reading

was popular in the early 20th century.
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