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Robinson Crusce falls most naturally into place, not w1th other novels but with the great
myths of Western civilization, with Faust, Don Juan, and Don Quizote. All these have as
their basic plots, their enduring images, a single-minded pursuit by the protagonist of one of
the characteristic desires of Western man. Each of their heroes embodies an arete and a
hubris, an exceptional prowess and a vitiating excess, in spheres of action that are particularly
important in our culture. Don Quixote, the impetuous generosity and limiting blindness of
chivalric idealism; Don Juan, pursuing and at the same time tormented by the idea of boundless
experience of women; Faust, the great knower, his curiosity always unsatisfied, and therefore
damned. Crusoe, of course, seems to insist that he is not of their company; they are very
exceptiona! people, whereas anyone would do what ke did, in the circumstances. Yet he too
has an exceptional prowess; he can manage quite on his own. And he has an excess: his
inordinate egocentricity condemns him to isolation wherever he is.

The egocentricity, one might say, is forced on him, because he is cast away on an island.
But it is also true that his character is throughout courting its fate and it merely happens
that the island offers the fullest opportunity for him to realize three associated tendencies of
modern civilization—absolute economic, social, and intellectual freedom of the individual.
[%tE, 95-96]

v
o ©

e i, F7FHlE A o AT AFF AW A@dH WELE FFIE
e o7 A g FdA oA uﬁ»rOﬂ FaE 252, S$A2EE dAY wBEF 4 9l
, 2 A 2R A El AFEE U4, ez RuUE aFaE ALY AAA - AHA .

AR A4 Adz vk BFY, FS2E, EALENE d9A QEolAul, BulE 2Fs
ORIV 284 2 5 s W dEolge HAA, 28 ARE oS on A A 29
AgeE A A2 Aol o =@ Fel A £49 AEL 2uest Edl s o).
nfre 2dast 2AMAdEY 4y uled FAZNE ER Qe Ae $de] o,
[Marthe Robert, 131¢]%})



88 A W OB (B12E)

D HE e 2FsAEAY, 4FGER, 1977
2) Fzuel iEad F2 A¥Fd i g9, ¥ AAEF 6,
1982

3) Valéry: Qeuvres II, Pléiade, 1960
4) Genette: Palimpsestes, Seuil, 1982
5) Ian Watt: The rise of the novel, a Pelican Book, 1957

6) Marthe Robert: Roman des origines et origines du roman, Grasset, 1972

Résumé

Sur intertextualité (1)

FaduA

Une perspective intertextuelle est une perspective thématique. Elle est aussi une perspective

comparative. Je me propose, dans cette étude, de comparer Robinson Crusce de Defoe

{vers 1660~1731), romancier anglais, avec Vendredi de Tournier (1924~), écrivain

francais. Robinson et Vendredi sont les deux moments du mythe Robinson: ’avénement et

le déclin de I’individualisme moderne européen.



