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The casual glimpses which the ordinary population bestowed upon that
wondrous world of sap and leaves called the Hintock woods had been with these
two, Giles and Marty, a clear gaze. They had been possessed of its finer mysteries
as of commonplace knowledge; had been able to read its hieroglyphs as ordinary
writing; to them the sights and sounds of night, winter, wind, storm, amid those
dense boughs, which had to Grace a touch of the uncanny, and even of the
supernatural, were simple occurrences whose origin, continunace, and laws they
foreknew. They had planted together, and together they had felled; together they
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had, with the run of the years, mentally collected those remoter signs and
symbols which seen in few were of runic obscurity, but all together made an
alphabet. From the light lashing of the twigs upon their faces when brushing
through them in the dark either could pronounce upon the species of the tree
whence they stretched; from the quality of the wind’ s murmur through a bough
either could in like manner name its sort afar off. They knew by a glance at a
trunk if its heart were sound, or tainted with incipient decay; and by the state of
its upper twigs the stratum that had been reached by its roots. The artifices of the
seasons were seen by them from the conjuror's own point of view, and not from
that of the spectator.

4) v]5E GBOR fo|A o|RojX L kEo YT HHL /M AU=2E B
Ashe the o] 1A= 7)o gutsiet
He had a marvellous power of making trees grow. Although he would seem to
shovel in the earth quite carelessly there was a sort of sympathy between himself
and the fir, oak, or beech that he was operating on; so that the roots took hold of
the soil in a few days. When, on the other hand, any of the journeymen planted,
although they seemed to go through an identically similar process, one quarter
of the trees would die away during the ensuing August.(105)
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ABSTRACT

Literary Experiments in Thomas Hardy’s The Woodlanders

Kim Myung-hwan

To evaluate experiments of different literary modes in Thomas Hardy's
The Woodlanders will contribute to a fuller understanding of the novel and
of Hardy’ s later fictional development as well. This paper aims to analyze
pastoral and melodramatic elements we find in the text, and to prove how
Hardy succeeds in manipulating these two conventional modes for creating
a life-like portrait of Hintock’s social life.

Melodramatic elements we see in Grace's reconciliation with her
husband, Edred Fitzpiers, have often been taken as anti-climatic flaws, but
on closer examination we find them to be effective means for depicting
Grace’s precarious life on the borderline. Despite her heartfelt mourning
over her dead lover, Giles Winterbourne, Grace is finally won over to her
estranged husband’s side. However, Hardy shows the limitations of Grace-
Fitzpiers by introducing melodramatic mode that exactly corresponds to the
couple’s narrow outlooks on life, which, in turn, strengthens dominant
realistic mode portraying tragic clashes between opposing ways of life.

It is hard to deny that the demise of the world of Giles-Marty is rendered



with certain notes of elegiac pastoral, but roles of pastoral elements in the
novel are much more complex and delicate. When Grace was separated
from her husband, pastoral diction and troupes dramatize her romantic
idealization of Giles which is not completely false but far from being true-
to-life. What is more important, with the aid of modified pastoral
atmospheres, the common people’s labouring reality is vividly foregrounded
against the upper-class ethos of Grace-Fitzpiers, which leads to Hardy’s
most impressive poetic achievements in his fiction. In conclusion, we can
say that literary experiments employing different modes — pastoral,
melodrama, comedy, and realism — in The Woodlanders contribute to
presenting a truly Sophoclean tragedy of Hintock people as the narrator
asserts.

Keywords: Thomas Hardy, The Woodlanders, melodrama, pastoral,
realism, tragedy



