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[ find the supremacy of Emma in the matchless symmetry of its design, in the endless
fascination of its technique, above all in the flow of the blood beneath the smooth
polished skin: a flow of human sympathy and charity that beats with a steady pulse,
rarely —but more momentously —quickening to a throb that sets our own veins leaping in

unison. (Parrish vii-viii)
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structure of expectations, a system of references, or a mind-set that a hypothetical
individual brings to a given text. All works are read against some horizon of expection.

(Selden 323)
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Emma Woodhouse, handsome, clever, and rich, with a comfortable home and happy
dispostion, seemed to unite some of the best blessings of existence; and had lived nearly

twenty-one years in the world with very little to distress or vex her. (1)
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The real evils indeed of Emma's situation were the power of having rather too much
her own way, and a disposition to think a little too well of herself; these were
disadvantages which threatened alloy to her many enjoyments. The danger, however, was

at present so unperceived, that they did not by any means rank as misfortunes with her. (1)
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Jane Austen is thus a mistress of much deeper emotion than appears upon the surface.
She stimulates us to supply what is not there. What she offers is, apparently, a trifle,
yet is composed of something that expands in the reader's mind and endows with the
most enduring form of life scenes which are outwardly trivial. Always the stress is laid
upon characters. . . . The turns and twists of the dialogue keep us on the tenterhooks
of suspense. Our attention is half upon the present moment, half upon the future. (qtd

in Iser[1980] 168)
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[ have none of the usual inducements of women to marry. Were [ to fall in love,
indeed, it would be a different thing! but I never have been in love; it is not my way,
or my nature; and [ do not think I ever shall. And, without love, I am sure I should
be a fool to change such a situation as mine. Fortune I do not want; employment I do
not want; consequence | do not want: I believe few married women are half as much
mistress of their husband's house, as [ am of Hartfield; and never, never could I expect
to be so truly beloved and important; so always, first and always right in any man's

eyes as | am in my father's. (55)
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Never mind, Harriet, [ shall not be a poor old maid; and it is poverty only which
makes celibacy contemptible to a generous public! A single woman, with a very narrow
income, must be a ridiculous, disagreeable, old maid! the proper sport of boys and girls;
but a single woman, of good fortune, is always respectable, and may be as sensible and
pleasant as anybody else. And the distinction is not quite so much against the candour
and common sense of the world as appears at first; for a very narrow income has a
tendency to contract the mind, and sour the temper. Those who can barely live, and
who live perforce in a very small, and generally very inferior, society, may well be

illiberal and cross. (55-56)
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If I know myself, Harriet, mine is an active, busy mind, with a great many independent
resources; and [ do not perceive why I should be more in want of employment at forty
or fifty than one-and-twenty. Woman's usual occupations of eye and hand and mind will
be open to me then, as they are now; or with no important variation. If [ draw less, |
shall read more; if 1 give up music, | shall take to carpet-work. And as for objects of
interest, objects for the affections, which is in truth the great point of inferiority, the
want of which is really the great evil to be avoided in nof marrying, I shall be very
well off, with all the children of a sister I love so much, to care about. There will be
enough of them, in all probability, to supply every sort of sensation that declining life
can need. There will be enough for every hope and every fear; and though my
attachment to none can equal that of a parent, it suits my ideas of comfort better than
what is warmer and blinder. My nephews and nieces!—I shall often have a niece with

me. (56)
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[ have lately imagined that I saw symptoms of attachment between them —certain

expressive looks, which I did not believe meant to be public. (229)
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The efficacy of a literary text is brought about by the apparent evocation and
subsequent negation of the familiar. What at first seemed to be an affirmation of our
assumptions leads to our own rejection of them, thus tending to prepare us for a

re-orientation. And it is only when we have outsripped our preconceptions and left the
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shelter of the familiar that we are in a position to gather new experiences. As the
literary text involves the reader in the formation of illusion and the simultaneous
formation of the means whereby the illusion is punctured, reading reflects the process by
which we gain experience. Once the reader is entangled, his own preconceptios are
continually overtaken, so that the text becomes his "present” while his own ideas fade
into the "past”; as soon as this happens he is open to the immediate experience of the
text, which was impossible so long as his preoccupations were his "present." ("Reading

Process" 64)
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And [ am not only, not going to be married, at present, but have very little intention of

ever marryig at all. (55)
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Now it so happened that in spite of Emma's resolution of never marrying, there was
something in the name, in the idea of Mr. Frank Churchill, which always interested her.
She had frequently thought—especially since his father's marriage with Miss Taylor —that
if she were to marry, he was the very person to suit her in age, character and
condition. He seemed by this connection between the families quite to belong to her.
She could not but suppose it to be a match that every body who knew them must think
of. That Mr. and Mrs. Weston did think of it, she was very strongly persuaded; and
though not meaning to be induced by him, or by any body else, to give up a situation
which she believed more replete with good than any she could change it for, she had a
great curiosity to see him, a decided intention of finding him pleasant, of being liked by
him to a certain degree, and a sort of pleasure in the idea of their being coupled in

their friends' imagination. (77-78)
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Social taboos would have prevented any young woman from taking so commanding a
role in pursuing a man for herself. But Emma is unhampered by propriety when she

takes the initiative in choosing a husband for Harriet. (386)
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“I am not at all surprised at you, Harriet. The service he rendered you was enough
to warm your heart.”

“Service! oh! it was such an inexpressible obligation! The very recollection of it, and
all that I felt at the time, when I saw him coming—his noble look, and my

wretchedness before. Such a change! In one moment such a change! From perfect

misery to perfect happiness!” (223)
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Harriet was standing at one of the windows. Emma turned round to look at her in
consternation, and hastily said:

“Have you any idea of Mr. Knightley's returning your affection?”

“Yes,” replied Harriet modestly, but not fearfully; “I must say that [ have.”

Emma's eyes were instantly withdrawn; and she sat silently meditating, in a fixed
attitude for a few minutes. A few minutes were sufficient for making her acquainted
with her own heart. A mind like hers, once opening to suspicion, made rapid progress.
She touched —she admitted —she acknowledged the whole truth. Why was it so much
worse that Harriet should be in love with Mr. Knightley, than with Frank Churchill?
Why was the evil so dreadfully increased by Harriet's having some hope of a return? It
darted through her, with the speed of an arrow, that Mr. Knightley must marry no one
but herself!

Her own conduct, as well as her own heart, was before her in the same few minutes.
She saw it all with a clearness which had never blessed her before. How improperly
had she been acting by Harriet! How inconsiderate, how indelicate, how irrational, how
unfeeling had been her conduct! What blindness, what madness, had led her on! It struck

her with dreadful force, and she was ready to give it every bad name in the world. (267)
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(ABSTRACT)

Jane Austen's Writing Strategy in Emma

Chong-Ho Lee

Jane Austen has been considered to be a very skillful novelist in spite of the
fact that her novels are mainly concerned about one theme: courtship process.
This seems to have been a great enigma to many critics. When we examine her
writing strategy in Emma, we come to realize how complicated her writing
strategy is. Even though she deals with a very simple theme of courtship in this
novel, she pushes the reader always on the edge, forcing her to readjust her
horizon of expectations. This is the secret of Austen's writing.

FEmma starts out looking for a husband for Harriet, but she herself ends up
getting married to Nightley. Emma at first publicly announces that she would
never marry, but at the end of the novel she realizes that Nightley is just the
man for herself, not Harriet. The reader, therefore, has to adjust her horizon of
expectations to realize what has been going on in her mind. In Austen's novels
seemingly trivial hints all add up on which the reader bases her own decision.
This is the reason why the reader of Auten's novels always has to be alert to the
most trivial-looking hints dropped along the way. She has to constantly adjust her

horizon of expectations.



