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“There appears in it such a deadly Spirit of Revenge, such a savage Fierceness and Fellness,
and such a bloody designation of Cruelty and Mischief, as cannot agree either with the Stile or
Characters of Comedy”

(Some Account of the life of Mr. William Shakespcare, in Shakespeare Works, ed. Rowe 1709)
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“When I saw this piece played in Prury Lane there stood behind me in the box a pale British
beauty who, at the end of the fourth Act, wept passionately, and many times cried ont, ‘The
poor man is wronged! .-+

When I think of those tears I must include The Merchant of Venice among the trgedies,
although the frame of the work is a composition of laughing masks and sunny faces, satyr forms
and amorets, as though the poet meant to make a comedy.” '

[Shakespeare’s Midchen und Frauen, 1839. 1891, C.G Leland )
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Shy. Antonio shall become found,—well

Bass. May you stead me? Will you pleasure me? shall I know your answer?
Shy. Three thousand ducats, for three months, and Antonio bound.

Bass. Your auswer to that?

Shy. Antonio is a good man.

1.3 6-12]
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If I can catch him once upon the hip,
1 will feed fact the ancient grudge I bear him
He hatcs our nation; '
(1.3, 43-5)

In the Rialto you have rated me

About my moneys and my usances:

Still have T borne it with a patient shrug,
For sufferance is the badge of all our tribe.
You call me misbeliever, cut-throat dog,
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And spit upon my Jewish gaberdine,
And all for use of that which is mine own.
[H. 3, 104-10]
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let the forfeit
Be nominated for an equal pound
Of your fair flesh, to be cut off and taken
In what part of your body pleaseth me.
[I. 3. 145-148)
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Hath not a Jew eyes?
hath not a Jew hands, organs, dimensions, Senses, affec—
tions, passions? fed with the same food, hurt with the
same weapons, subject to the same diseases, healed by the
same means, warmed and cooled by the same winter and
summer, as a Christian is? If you prick us do we not
" bleed? if you tickle us, do we not laugh? if you poison
us, do we not die?
(E. 1. 54-61]
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Alack, what heinous sin is it in me,

To be ashamed to be my father’s child!
But though I am a daughter to his blood,
I am not to his manners. O Lorenzo,

If Thou keep promise, I shall end this strife,



24 ' A E (FI0E)
Become a Christian, and thy loving wife.

0. 2. 16-21]
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I am as like to call thee so again,
To spit on thee again, to spurn thee too.
[I. 3 127-28)
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In sooth, I know not why I am so sad.
It wearies me; you say it wearies you;
But how I caught it, found it, or came by it,
What stuff *tis made of, whereof it is born,
1 am to learn;
And such a want-wit sadness makes of me,
That I have much ado to know myscef.
[I.1 1-7]
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I am a tainted wether of the flock,
Meetest for death. The weakest kind of fruit
Drops earliest to the ground: and so let me,
You cannot better be employ’d, Bassanio,
Than to live still, and write mine epitaph.
(V. 1. 114-118]
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Shy. When Jacob grazed his uncle Loban's sheep,-—
This Jacob from our holy Abraham was,
As his wise mother wrought in his behalf,
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The third possessor; ay, he was the third,—
Ant. And what of him? did he take interest?
Shy. no, not take interest; not, as you would say,

Directly, interest.
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Bass. 'Tis not unknown to you, Antonio,

How much I have disabled estate,
By something showing a more swelling port
Than my faint means would grant continuance.

Bass. In my school days, when I had lost one shaft,
I shot his fellow of the self-same flight

The self-same way, with more advised watch,

To find the other forth;
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CI. 1. 122-125)
(1. 1. 140-43)
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Bass. The seeming truth which cunning times put on

To cntrap the wisest. Therefore, thou gaudy gold,

Hard food for Midas, I will none of thee;
[W. 2. 100-102]
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Who chooses me must give and harzard all he hath.
(m. 7. 9]
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Bass. The dearest friend to me, the kindest man,
The best-conditioned and unwearied spirit

In doing courtesies; and one in whom

The ancient Roman honour more appears

Than any that draws breath in Italy,
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By my troth, Nerissa, my little body is aweary
Of this great world.
fr. 2. 1-2)

ol MES MBI Wiy, TES obe¥ FME AUz o] FHE RIEESC) R
gl A E& olvhAle EgEsht B B wiebokst s do}rl Portiag] vh2-2 A
EAE U At glol A4 s A2 o] BERE =AEA 2R Al

Casket story®] testo] = ojv] £ES] BATEC 5 WEd Jewddr —Ee REE
2% ¢ Qe FURE RfkE HEE 4 QA = 3er], MorroccoAfie] 3l Siffol =

Who Chooses me shall gain what many men desire.
(O. 7. 5]
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“All that glisters is not gold”

(M. 7. 65)
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Who chooses me shall get as much as he desires. )
{I. 9 351

Fige BLolt HHe R B A ohe HEAZ d4A Acld oA hd WE
i Waoy) I Lol AL AL Frvole whifke] vew, =Y TRy

“The fire seven tiures tried this;
Seven times tried that judgement is
That did never choose amiss.

Some there be that shadows kiss;
Such have but a shadow’s bliss:
Therc be fools alive, iwis,

Silver'd o'er; and so was this,
[D. 9. 63-68)
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If you do love me, you will find me out
Nerissa and the rest, stand all aloof.
Let music sound while he doth make his choice;
Then, if he lose, he makes a swan-like end,
Fading in music.
(M. 2, 41-45]
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Tell me where is fancy bred,
Or in the heart or in the head?
How begot, how nourished?
Reply, reply.
It is engendered in the eycs,
With gazing fed; and fancy dies
In the cradle where it lics.
Let us all ring fancy's knell;
T'll begin it,~~Ding, dong, bell
(H. 2, 63-71)
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but thou, thou meagre lead,
Which rather threatenest than dost promise aught,
Thy paleness moves me mor¢ than eloguence;

And here choose I, Joy be the consequence!
(H. 2. 104-07)
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Which is the merchant here, and which the Jew?
[V. 1. 172)
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Por. Do you confess the bond?

Ant. T do.

Por. Then must the Jew be merciful. .
' (V. 1. 178-180]

Aol HHG

The quality of mércy is not strained;

1t droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven.
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest;

It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes:

(V. 1. 182-85]
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On what compulsion must? tell me that
(V. 1. 181)
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That malice bears down truth. And I beseech you,
Wrest once the law to your authority:
To do a great right, do a little wrong,

And curb this cruel devil of his will.
(V. 1. 212-215)
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Por. It must not be; there is no power in Venice
Can alter a decree established:

*Twill be recorded for a precedent,

And many an crror, by the same example,

Will rush into the state; it cannot he :
(V. 1. 216-220]
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Por. Tarry a little: there is something else,
This bond doth give thee here no jot of flood;
The words expressly are “a pound of flesh,”;
But, in the cutting it, if thou dost shed
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One drop of Christiau flood, thy lands and goods

Are, by the laws of Venice, confiscate

Unto the state of Venice.

{V. 1. 303-10]

AR EpRe s 2 BRel 9€ 4 93, R FE HES 3 Hio)
% 4 et FEgk Portiasl FFkel Akols Bffe] W& sylishe] BE s fg
it AoE MME 4 dh
o 7] 4] %l_si‘?i A 94# 7] Samuel Butler7} & o]},

“Logic is like the sword,—those who appeal to it shall perish by it.”
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Lorenzo
The moon shines bright: in such a night as this,
When the sweet wind did gently kiss the trees,
And they did make no noise, in such a night
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Troilus methinks mounted the Troyan walls,
And sighed his soul toward the Grecian tents,
Where Cressid lay that night.

Jes. ) In such a night
Did Thisbe fearfully o’ertrip the dew,

And saw the lion’s shudow ere himself,

And ran dismayed away.

[v. 1. 1-8)
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{Abstract)

Revenge vs. Mercy: A Study of The Merchant of Venice

Che-Ok Chun

The Merchant of Venice was the first play of Shakespere for me to read in 1937 when
I was a sophomore of a college in Japan, It distracted me because I was a young college
student learning English literature when Korca was governed by the Japanese colonial
policy. Of course I didn’t favor for Shylock who cared nothing but money for which he
was ready to sacrifice his daughter. Some two decades later when I visited London I had
a chance to attend the Old Vic Production of The Merchant of Venice. 1 forgot the actor
who enacted Shylock hanging more than a dozen of locks in front of his black robe that
was enough to cause a disgusting feeling against the usurer Jew. However my {eeling and
impression of the play has been changed a lot since I taught the play several times since
1957, finding out the sources of the plots of bond story and casket story were originated
from an ancient story of Judea being translated into Italian and English. The author has
been impartial about the plot taking no sides. Especially the extant trend of the Elizabe—v
than period was well reflected by this play. Portia, a symbol of the Providence as an
angel persuading evil, egocentric Jew with the quality of Mercy. It is true she didn’t
expect him to be friendly with Antonio against whom he bore a deeply-rooted hatred and
antagonism. But eventually mercy could prevail over the justice which is manipulated by
human device. Also I was highly impressed by Goethe’s remark that Shakespeare was not
only a playwright but a psychologist. He could so thoroughly analysed the hearts of the
main chafcters, such as Shylock, Portia, Antonio and Bassanio. So remarkable is the fact
that this play is maintaining the popularity only second to Hamlet. It is so desirable that
any reader trying to appreciate this play must beforehand get rid of any prejudice or

preconcept against Christian or Jews.



