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6) Ober, J., (2010), “Wealthy Hellas”(Draft for the Transactions of the American
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7) Yarshater, E., (1996), Encyclopaedia Iranica, Routledge & Kegan Paul, p. 47. “Largest
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12) Flower, M. A., (2000), “From Simonides to Isocrates: The Fifth-Century Origins of
Fourth-Century Panhellenism”, Classical Antiquity, Vol. 19, No. 1, pp. 65-66.

13) Hall, E., (1989), Inventing the Barbarian. Greek Self-Definition through Tragedy, Oxford.; Hall,
J. M., (1997), Ethnic Identity in Greek Antiquity, Cambridge.
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ABSTRACT

Isocrates’ Panhellenism

KIM, Heon*

In the fourth century BC, Isocrates advocated so-called panhellenism as
the most effective way to overcome the crisis with which Greeks were
faced at that time. His panhellenism mainly consists of two parts: (1)
Greeks have to put an end to mutual rivalries and to achieve a unity
among themselves, (2) Greeks have to go on a military expedition in order
to wage a war against the barbarians (=Persians). This paper aims to clar-
ify the relation between the two parts of Isocrates’ panhellenism.

In general, panhellenism was born and developed as a result of the
Persian invasions in the fifth century BC. The enmity against Persians
made Greeks united as one. Furthermore, Greeks designed a panhellenic
expedition for the purpose of conquering the Persian Empire. This political
vision was succeeded by Isocrates and finally was accomplished by
Alexander the Great, the Macedon King.

Isocrates considered the Greeks not simply as a ethnic community but
rather as an ideological community formed by an education that could

make its members have a concord or ‘oneness of mind (homonoia)’. In

* Institute of Humanities, Seoul National University
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this view, hellenistic spiritual and mental factors such as philosophy, lan-
guage, religion, mythology, history, tradition, law and political constitute
were considered more valuable than ethical identity for being a Greek.
The thought that such Hellenistic factors are universal and essential for all
mankind should result in the sense of duty to hellenize all the barbarians.
Consequently the panhellenism would consist not only of the unification
of Greeks, but also of the military expedition to the Persian Empire justi-
fying it as a necessary enterprise for civilization and enlightenment of the
barbarians.

On the other hand, during the fifth and forth centuries there were also
critical attitudes to the imperialistic panhellenism. For instance, Plato, the
most important philosophical rival of Isocrates tried to design a ideal polis
with a moderate size. That means a critique to Isocratic panhellenism. On
the other hand, the tragic poet Aeschylus and historian Herodotus seri-
ously altered the tragical ending of imperialistic expansion by showing the

example of Persian War.






