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[Habitus is] the system of durable, transposable dispositions, structured structures
predisposed to function as structuring structures, that is, as principles which generate and
organize practices and representations that can be objectively adapted to their outcomes
without presupposing a conscious aiming at ends or an express mastery of the operations
necessary in order to attain them. Objectively "regulated” and "regular" without being in
any way the product of obedience to rules, they can be collectively orchestrated without
being the product of the organizing action of a conductor.

The habitus is sometimes described as a "feel for the game", a "practical sense"
(sense pratique) that inclines agents to act and react in specific situations in a manner
that is not always calculated and that is not simply a question of conscious adherence to
rules. Rather, it is a sense of dispositions which generate practices and perceptions. The
habitus is the result of a long process of inculcation, beginning in early childhood,
which becomes a "second sense”" or a second nature. According to Bourdieu's definition,
the dispostions represented by the habitus are "durable" in that they last throughout an
agent's lifctime. (Field 5)
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The habitus---embodied history, internalized as second nature and so forgotten as
history---is the active presence of the whole past of which it is the product. (Logic of
Practice 56)
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This habitus could be defined, by analogy with Noam Chomsky’s “generative grammar,”
as a system of interiorized schemata that allow all the thoughts, perceptions and actions

of a culture, and these only. (“Postface” 152)
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[Cultural capital is] the possession of knowledge, accomplishments, formal and informal
qualifications by which an individual may gain entry and secure a position in particular
social circles, professions and organizations. It may therefore be seen as a more
systematic way of accounting for what is entailed in loose descriptions of the 'cultured
individual or social type. Cultural capital marks and reinforces kinds of relative
advantage and disadvantage in society, although . . . it may be held and not 'invested
at any given time and can overlap with or diverge from the distribution of 'economic’ or

'social' capital (measured by income, wealth and power). (Brooker 46)
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It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good

fortune, must be in want of a wife. (1)
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"Oh! single, my dear, to be sure! A single man of large fortune; four or five thousand

a year. What a fine thing for our girls!"(1)
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[Iln view of the economic exigencies facing the unmarried daughters of the
eighteenth-century gentry, Mrs. Bennet's concerns do not seem entirely ridiculous. Indeed,
her obsessive concern with marriage and her ceaseless---and quite ruthless---pursuit of
young men to marry her daughters are arguably instances of greater parental
responsibility than the sardonic lack of interest of Mr. Bennet, to whom the activities of

his wife are nothing but an irritation. (7)
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This was his plan of amends---of atonement---for inheriting their father's estate; and he
thought it an excellent one, full of eligibility and suitableness, and excessively generous

and disinterested on his own part. (48-49)
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My reasons for marrying are: first, that I think it a right thing for every clergyman in
easy circumstances (like myself) to set the example of matrimony in his parish.
Secondly, that I am convinced it will add very greatly to my happiness; and
thirdly---which perhaps 1 ought to have mentioned earlier, that it is the particular advice
and recommendation of the very noble lady whom [ have the honour of calling

patroness. . . . [[Jt was but the very Saturday night before I left Hunsford . . . that she
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said, 'Mr. Collins, you must marry. A clergyman like you must marry.---Chuse propetly,
chuse a gentlewoman for my sake; and for your own, let her be an active, useful sort
of person, not brought up high, but able to make a small income go a good way. This
is my advice. Find such a woman as soon as you can, bring her to Hunsford, and I
will visit her” . . . [Tlhe fact is, that being, as I am to inherit this estate after the
death of your honoured father . . . I could not satisfy myself without resolving to chuse
a wife from among his daughters, that the loss to them might be as little as possible,

when the melancholy event takes place. (74)
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Happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance. If the dispostions of the parties
are ever so well known to each other, or ever so similar before-hand, it does not
advance their felicity in the least. They always contrive to grow sufficiently unlike
afterwards to have their share of vexation; and it is better to know as little as possible

of the defects of the person with whom you are to pass your life. (15)
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You make me laugh, Charlotte; but it is not sound. You know it is not sound, and that

you would never act in this way yourself. (15)
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Elizabeth at first had rather wondered that Charlotte should not prefer the dining parlour
for common use; it was a better sized room, and had a pleasanter aspect; but she soon
saw that her friend had an excellent reason for what she did, for Mr. Collins would
undoubtedly have been much less in his own apartment, had they sat in one equally

lively; and she gave Charlotte credit for the arrangement. (116)
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