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12) The Art of Midwifty is doubtless one of the most useful and necessary ofall Arts, for the
being and well-being of Mankind, and therefore it is extremely requisite that a Midwife, be
both fearing God, faithful, and exceeding well expetienced in that profession. Her fidelity shall
find not oaly a reward here from man, but God hath given a special example of it, Exod
I in the Midwives of Israsel, who were so faithful to their trust, that the Command of a
King could not make them depart from it, viz. But the midwives feared God, and did not
as the King of egypt commanded them, but saved the children alive. Therefore God dealt
well with the Midwives [-+].

Some perhaps may think, that then it is not proper for women to be of this profession,
because they cannot attain so rarely the knowledge of things as men may [-+] and though
nature be not alone sufficient to the perfection of it, yet farther knowledge may be gain’d

by a long and diligent practice, and be communicated to others of our own sex. (12)
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ABSTRACT

Reading Maternal Body in Alice Thornton’s
Autobiography

Im, Chung-in

This paper reads Alice Thornton’s autobiography, one of the late
seventeenth century female-authored autobiographies. The main interest
in this paper lies in exploring the ways in which Thornton re-members
her life through various sicknesses and deaths. The more specific focus
of this paper is put on how she obsessively records her maternal
experiences that involve pregnancy, childbirths, nursing, obstetrical
illnesses, and losses of children, and how in doing so she interprets them
as at once afflicting and delivering God’s hands. All the sicknesses and
losses she experiences as a mother become her ultimate empowerment,
when she willingly submits to ineffable Providence, and they
consequently become her salvation as a God’s true and humble subject.
The conclusion of the paper is that early modern social, religious,
cultural, and medical discourses on women’s unstable, inferior, and fluid
body gets contested in Thornton’s autobiography, due to the female
author’s attempt to view particularly feminine, maternal, and bodily

experiences as an exclusive stairway to heaven and spiritual regeneration.



