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Abstract

A Guide to Classics for College Students in Korea

I. Introduction

Tae-Kil Kim

Most widely read books in Korea today are either those for leisure and scintillating
interest or those practical manuals for entrance and official examinations, while those
classical works emphasizing character formation and liberal education are neglected. In
view of the above fact, we are of the opinion that more classics written by great authors
in both East and West, past and present should be read for the promotion of liberal
education.

We believe translation into readable modern Korean and publication of selected classics
recommendable for Korean youths, especially for college students, must precede to any
hasty “spoon-feeding” indoctrination of liberal ideas. As a first step we have attempted to
provide a reliable guideline for the selection of classics suitable to college students in
modern Korea.

We have agreed upon one of the most basic criteria for the selection: most precious
books for Korean college students are those that would give them “power of wisdom”
living in this modern world. Accordingly, we have sclected some books among the
Korean, Chinese, Indian and Western classics which are obligatory and prerequisite

readings for any Korean student today.

II. Formation of the Korean Classics.

Jae-Ryoung Shim

Korean classics sound strange, for they contain unconditional truths represented by
classics and local limitation conditioned by Korea. But at the same time, it is a reality
that modern Koreans are not hesitant to use the term “Korean classics.”

Hence, I have traced some historic origins of the formation of the idea “Korean
classics.” Although the use of the term is quite a recent phenomenon, coupled with the

rise of the modern nationalism, I have been able to locate a well established tradition of
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Korean classics firmly rooted into the fertile ground of Sirkak Neo-Confuncia movement
during the late Yi ChosOn dynasty. Then the academic enthusiasm of Sirkak scholars
was inherited by the so-called Kaekwap’'a or Korcan Enlightenment scholars such as
Ch’oe Nam-son, Yi Nung-hwa, and Chdng In-bo during the first half of the early 20th
century as a response to the impact of the Japanese colonial expansion. We can safely
conclude that the new meaning of “Sirkak” and the establishment of Korean Classic
tradition are simultaneously achieved during the 1930°’s. The vigorous publication and
promotion of Korean Classical works by various publishers and government agencies
during the 1960’s and onward are continuation of the previous attempt to identify Korean
cultural achievements in the face of the oncoming age of pluralistic universalism.

A note of warning is added to have a balanced perspective to select Korean classics
for the purpose of educating Korean youths today so that they may become truly educated

social beings: Another addendum is a list of Buddhist classics in India, China and Korea.

II. Chinese Classics

Hak-chu Kim

This is a preliminary attempt to probe the problem of what among the Chinese books
can be ranked as “Classics” for basic readings suitable to Korean students today.

I have surveyed those Chinese books readily available in Korea translated into Korean
and published on Korean in order to ascertain what books are favorably received by
Koreans. Then I have carefully considered “Hundered Selections among Chinese Classics”
published by Shin-dong-e monthly magazine as a special separate volume added to
January, 1980 edition and some other basic texts of Sinology selected by Chinese scholars.

On the basic of the survey and consideration, I have selected important Chinese classic
most appropriate for us and classified them into literature, thought and social ideas. I
have consistently kept the principle of selection, i.e., from the viewpoint of Korean
cﬁlture and education. Furthermore I have emphasized more on the futuristic significance
on Korean culture and educating Korean youths than on their past influence on us.

Finally, I have dealt with the problem of translation and introduction of those works
selected. Ceneral problematics are considered first and specific idiosyncracies of each

particular book are probed in turn.
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IV, Classics of the West

Hee-Jin Park

The idea that liberal education is the education that everybody ought to have, and
that the best way to a liberal education is through the greatest works men have produced,
is still the best educational idea. These books shed some light on all our basic problems,
and that is folly to do without any light we can get.

But with economic growth, liberal education has tended to be neglected all over the
world. In Korea, because of the tremendous premium she has been placing on the need
for rapid economic growth, it is more neglected than in any other country. We might
even say that liberal education has virtually disappeared in our country. We regard this
disappearaﬁce as an aberration, and not as an indication of progress. We do not look
upon this disappearance as a benefit $o be thankfu! for, but as an error that should be
corrected.

This paper emphasizes the need to recapture and re-emphasize and bring to bear upon
its present problems the wisdom that lies in the works of the greatest thinkers. They
may help us to learn to live better. .

I tried to choose the mose important voices in the classics of the West for Korean

students, which would be particularly beneficial to them.



