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=0 2REE A3 mpA|eho] YeleFAt, WA FRIS0| =
(Garnot, B. 1989:32).
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Ak E w2 g 2o A 7|29 £ 02 AR FA(prévoe des marchands)
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31l AZEL A AA A FthEmmanuelli, F.-X. 1999:443).
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ABSTRACT

The local authority and municipal administration in
Ancien Régime France

YANG, Heeyoung

The types of municipal organization were quite diverse from town to
town during the Ancien Régime period in France. The municipal
administrations usually contained three levels: Corps de Ville, that is, the
municipal office composed of municipal officials, the municipal council
made up of notables, and the general assembly of inhabitants. But personnel
formation of the municipal office, the structure and functions of the
municipal council, presence of the general assembly, and the relation of
three levels differed from municipality to municipality.

On the other hand, the urban oligarchy was prevalent everywhere.
Lawyers, judicial officers, and merchants intensely competed to become
municipal officials. Lawyers and judicial officers led the urban municipalities
which held law courts such as Parlement, chambre des comptes, and présidial.
Rich merchants occupied the municipal administration in the commercial
and industrial cities such as Lyon, Marseille, and Nantes. In many cities,
the general assemblies ceased to exist or lost a substantial role while being
rarely convened.

The influence of royal power on the municipalities increased constantly
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during the Ancien Régime. The monarchy made full use of several favorable
occasions to strengthen its control over the municipalities: the religious
wars(1562-1593), /2 Fronde(1648-1653), and the annexations of border
towns. It consolidated its power by reducing the number of municipal
officials, limiting their authorities, and nominating his associates for
municipal officials. The royal governments intervened in the municipal
administration on the pretext of disputes or unstable finances in the cities.
Intendants, royal official, who controlled the municipal budget, became a
veritable master of the municipalities. The highlight of the monarchy's
intervention and control was the vénalité of the municipal official posts.
The royal governments alternately established and abolished the vénalité
throughout the eighteenth century. It made system of election of municipal
officials insignificant and contributed to consolidating the urban oligarchy.

By the end of the Ancien Régime, the royal governments were eager to
improve the municipalities. They carried out municipal reforms several
times in order to solve the financial difficulties by simplifying the municipal
administration and crushing the municipal oligarchies in all parts of France.
But all the attempts ended in failure and municipal reforms became one

of the major tasks of the Revolution of 1789.
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