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Kim Si-stip’s Poetic World

Byong-su Min

Kim Si-siip 1s the authot of Kumo Smhwa, a collection of fictional works, which is
known to be the first of 1its kind in the history of Korean literature, Most of scholarly
researches have so fai been concentrated on this woik, and the ciitics have paid specific
attention to his ideas mamfested n these collecied tales.

This paper was written on the assumption that any 1eseaich on Kim Si-siip can’t be
satisfactory 1f the 1eseaicher ignotes the significance of the two thousand two hundred
poems collected 1n his complete work. Keeping in mund the fact that Kim Si-stip formed
a unique world of his own 1n the history of Kotean poetty, the present wiiler attempis
to open a new field in the Kim Si-siip studies.

A born poet, Kim Si-slip made his name known to the world at the juvemle stage of
his literary career. When he realized that his political ambition had been ruthlessly frust-
rated after the coup d’état by King Sejo, he tuined his back to the world 10 seck pleas-
ure i wandering and poetic composition. As he had nothing to do but writing peoms,
poetry meant everything to him. To him 1n a cettain sense the act of writing poems
was in itself poetry. Poetty was the only channel available to him through which he
could speak about himself and the world, In other wotds, poetry was the only means
by which he could realize himself

The paper discusses Kim Si-stip’s life and woik through an elaborate study of his
poems, with specific references to his peculiai mode of thinking and feeling in the poetic
diction and io such recuiiing themes as nature, time, history, leisure, and nostalgia.
The present writer also made a new approach to Kumo Sinhwa by regarding these col-
lected tales as a woik of att thiough which Kim Si-stip attempled to realize his idea of

love.



