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formed a very pleasing picture of conjugal felicity or domestic comfort. Her father,
captivated by youth and beauty, and that appearance of good humour, which youth and
beauty generally give, had married a woman whose weak understanding and illiberal
mind, had very early in their marriage put an end to all real affection for her. Respect,
esteem, and confidence, had vanished for ever; and all his views of domestic happiness
were overthrown. . . . To his wife he was very little otherwise indebted, than as her

ignorance and folly had contributed to his amusement. (162)
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[HJe was discovered to be proud, to be above his company, and above being pleased;
and not all his large estate in Derbyshire could then save him from having a most
forbidding, disagreeable countenance, and being unworthy to be compared with his friend
[Bingley]. . . . His character was decided. He was the proudest, most disagreeable man
in the world, and every body hoped that he would never come there again. (6)
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She hardly knew how to suppose that she could be an object of admiration to so great
a man; and yet that he should look at her because he disliked her, was still more
strange. She could only imagine however at last, that she drew his notice because there
was a something about her more wrong and reprehensible, according to his ideas of
right, than in any other person present. This supposition did not pain her. She liked him
too little to care for his approbation. (35)
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[Wlhen she read [the letter] with a somewhat clearer attention, a relation of events,
which, if true, must overthrow every cherished opinion of [Wickham's] worth, and which
bore so alarming an affinity to his own history of himself, her apprehension, and even
horror, oppressed her. She wished to discredit it entirely, repeatedly exclaiming, "This
must be false! This cannot be! This must be the grossest falsehood!"---and when she
had gone through the whole letter, though scarcely knowing any thing of the last page
or two, put it hastily away, protesting that she would not regard it, that she would

never look in it again. (141)

IUWe toprle] AL o)A BARA e It A3 Aleldl ANd

dES w8 As B 281 ave b 3 A5 gl o) A
o] AE=AE A=A wA 2.

BIAMLE 07 AS oY Hold Ag TIW ¢ Ade] 29 D wa
YEe BE F98n Q9T 29 BAAAE A48 Alddnh dAMsE <2
Aol 2R Aol 2el@ tahe BRA uths AHe) Azke] MR A
F74A 29 Az 92 2R AL oJoksbll otk el i HEs 27
A oplg WEH Pabe) BAAS ALE & A 2UE A7 K7l Dol
g thic A% 23 FoY8A GE0a A4S 2 238 <47k nvm
A9 A7 54 gethd dopil A7k VHYEE W Aol waa

SERAE 2 3 thg ol WHEEAA 49 PESE Agd Ade M

A3, & EEs A7t 22 W] AZARE 971 Jrt A) olelr|E 1y
ol9)e] AFEeAE TitA Grirt 25| wid Hellop 19 ojopr|7t RE Fe

A =eEgehe A%, 27 toba) Mol $3e) B Aale] E34e] thola] A
o Mg Al F2aA RaA Btk 2do] SAAZCUAE, thopl A
9 AL Fob WE Hele Agolut FAgel A Ade 418k



62

> omor

QREF 4433

Az ol g BE o] olAl He  o|AH AL 2 BoleA!

She perfectly remembered every thing that had passed in conversation between Wickham
and herself, in their first evening at Mr. Philip's. Many of his expressions were still
fresh in her memory. She was now struck with the impropriety of such communications
to a stranger, and wondered it had excaped her before. She saw the immediacy of
putting himself forward as he had done, and the inconsistency of his professions with
his conduct. She remembered that he had boasted of having no fear of seeing Mr.
Darcy---that Mr. Darcy might leave the country, but that e should stand his ground; yet
he had avoided the Netherfield ball the very next week. She remembered also, that till
the Netherfield family had quitted the country, he had told his story to no one but
herself; but that after their removal, it had been every where discussed; that he had then
no reserves, no scruples in sinking Mr. Darcy's character, though he had assured her
that respect for the father, would always prevent his exposing the son.

How differently did every thing now appear in which he was concerned! (142-143)
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She grew absolutely ashamed of herself.---Of neither Darcy nor Wickham could
she think without feeling that she had been blind, partial, prejudiced, absurd.

"How despicably have 1 acted!" she cried.---"I, who have prided muself on my
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discernment!---I, who have valued myself on my abilities! . . . Pleased with the
preference of one, and offended by the neglect of the other, on the very beginning of
our acquaintance, 1 have courted prepossession and ignorance, and driven reason away,

where either were concerned. Till this moment, [ never knew myself." (143-144)
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I have been a selfish being all my life, in practice, though not in principle. As a child

u:.l. mln

1 was taught what was right, but [ was not taught to correct my temper. [ was given
good principles, but left to follow them in pride and conceit. Unfortunately an only son,
(for many years an only child) 1 was spoilt by my parents, who though good
themselves, (my father particularly, all that benevolent and amiable,) allowed, encouraged,
almost taught me to be selfish and overbearing, to care for none beyond my own family
circle, to think meanly of all the rest of the world, to wish at least to think meanly of
their sense and worth compared with my own. Such I was, from eight to eight and
twenty. (254)
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ABSTRACT

Raising the Value of Dowry by Cultural Capital:
The Capital in Pride and Prejudice

Chong-Ho Lee

Jane Austen is a great story teller, and the theme of her novels is generally
considered to be concerned with the complicated courtship between young women
of lower class and men from the affluent class. Readers of her novels, therefore,
do not generally expect much except the unravelling of the courtship process.
This kind of simplified understanding of her novels, however, is no more than a
very superficial interpretation of her novels. The fact that her novels do not very
much go beyond the family situations is considerably contrituting to this kind of
misunderstanding about the theme of her novels. There is more to her novels
than this.

Even though Auten mainly describes domestic circumstances in her novels, we
should not be fooled into thinking that she is mainly concerned with courtship
process in her novels. What I am trying to demonstrate in this essay is that
under the seemingly simple and unproblematic descriptions in her novels we
could find the complicated and dynamic workings of the capital. We can see this
very clearly in her Pride and Prejudice.

In order to understand the role of the capital it is very important to know
what Pierre Bourdieu means by habitus and cultural capital. Bourdieu defines
habitus as "the system of durable, transposable dispositions, structured structures
predisposed to function as structuring structures." What he means is that habitus

is the generating principle of behavior embodied in the unconscious. The habitus,
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therefore, is the invisible basis of the cultural capital, which Bourdieu maintains
is as important as economic capital. Cultural capital can be defined as "the
possession of knowledge, accomplishments, formal and informal qualifications by
which an individual may gain entry and secure a position in particular social
circles." By inheriting the habitus from her father and accumulating cultural
capital all by herself, Elizabeth gains acceptance by and eventually marries Darcy.
This marriage, however, is not simply a marriage of hearts only. What is
important is that Elizabeth has raised the value of her own meager dowry by
cultural capital. Her marriage, in this sense, is also the marriage of capitals: the
monetary capital of Darcy and the cultural capital of Elizabeth. The marriage as
merger of these two different kinds of capitals makes it economically sound and
secure for both parties involved and there is plenty of indication that it will be

viable on a sound basis in the future.



