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1 Rebecca Schneider (2015), “New Materialisms and Performance Studies”, TDR: The
Drama Review 59(4), MIT Press, p. 7.

2 Hervé Guay, Jean-Marc Larrue, and Nicole Nolette (2023), “Introduction”, Théatre et
nouveaux matérialismes (ed. by Hervé Guay, Jean-Marc Larrue, and Nicole Nolette),
Montréal: Presses de 1'Université de Montréal, p. 18.

3 Melissa Mueller (2016), Objects as Actors: Props and the Poetics of Performance in Greek
Tragedy, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, pp. 1-6. B2]2] A2} H119] =9 &
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4 Mario Teld and Melissa Mueller (2018), “Introduction”, The Materialities of Greek
Tragedy: Objects and Affect in Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides (ed. by Mario Telo and
Melissa Mueller), London: Bloomsbury Academic, pp. 1-5. ©] A3 2 =7-2] 49
23 7Pt ot EFE FA1 9] EA1E HIIZE A9 Ads A, ek Bl o) F-
o] F3 FACMAF 502 =28 A= Bethe Ao B =23 €

5  Tatiana Bur (2025), Technologies of the Marvellous in Ancient Greek Religion, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, pp. 33-34.

6 (dldlolop 413} 212 Frjxlo] Melaki NeAllH HHa Culdlolo}(2022)%
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La Conquéte de la Toison dor (ed. by Gwénola, Ernest et Paul Fiévre), Théatre Classique,
Online edition https://theatre-classique fr/pages/pdf/CORNEILLEP_TOISON pdf (<
212025, 12.13.).
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11 Shirley A. Barlow (1989), “Stereotype and Reversal in Euripides’ Medea”, Greece & Rome
36(2), Cambridge University Press, pp. 158-171.

12 Helene P. Foley (1989), “Medea’s Divided Self’, Classical Antiquity 8(1), University of
California Press, pp. 61-85.

13 Donald J. Mastronarde (2002), Euripides: Medea, Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press.
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14 Héléne Visentin (2002), ‘La tragédie a machines ou l'art d'un théitre bien ajusté”,
Littératures classiques, hors-série, Classiques Garnier, pp. 417-429; Hélene Visentin
(2004), “Le théatre a machines: succés majeur pour un genre mineur’, Littératures
classiques 51, Classiques Garnier, pp. 205-222.

15 Nina Ekstein (2005), “The Odd Man Out: The Kings in Corneille’s Machine Plays”,
Romance Notes 46(1), University of North Carolina, Department of Romance Studies,
pp. 43-52.

16  Selina Seibel (2021), “Machines et machinations dans La Conquéte de la Toison d’or de
Corneille”, Littératures classiques 105(2), Classiques Garnier, pp. 159-171.
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ABSTRACT

Entanglements of the Jang, Youngji*
Hybrid Subject and
Nonhuman Agency

Corneille’s La Conquéte de la Toison dor

and Euripides’ Medea

Theatre studies has long centered human agents, marginalizing the
nonhuman entities that co-produce dramatic events. This paper renders
visible material agency and human-nonhuman entanglements in drama,
drawing on new materialism and posthumanism. Using Donna Haraway's
cyborg and sympoiesis and Jane Bennett's thing-power, assemblage, and
distributed agency, it analyzes Corneille’s La Conquéte de la Toison dor
and Euripides’ Medea. In La Conquéte de la Toison dor, the Golden Fleece
functions as a material node assembling human and nonhuman forces,
while the theatrical machine drives and redirects the dramatic action. In
Medea, Medea is read as a hybrid subject traversing the boundaries between
the human and the nonhuman, and the material objects surrounding her
are traced as co-producers of catastrophe, Medea's appearance aboard the
meéchané is interpreted as the emergence of homo ex machina, a figure in

which the human and nonhuman apparatus converge. This study extends

Researcher, Humanities Research Institute, Chungnam National University
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posthumanist theatre studies to classical texts and proposes homo ex
machina as an analytical concept for rethinking theatrical figures in which

the human, the mechanical, and the divine converge.

Keywords Homo ex machina, Hybrid Subject, La Conquéte de la Toison dor,

Medea, Nonhuman Agency, Théatre a machines






