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1 “Canada discovers 751 unmarked graves at former residential school,” The Guardian,

24 Jun 2021, https://www theguardian com/world/2021 /jun/24/canada-school -graves-
discovery-saskatchewan (4: 2023.2.25.); “Nearly 100 ‘potential human burials’
discovered at British Columbia school,” The Guardian, 26 Jan 2022. https://www.
theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/26 /nearly-100-potential -human-burials-discovered -
british-columbia-school -indigenous—people (34%: 2023.225.); “US identifies more
than 50 Native American boarding school burial sites,” The Guardian, 11 May 2022,
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https://www theguardian.com/us-news/2022/may/11/native-american-children-
schools—abuse-burial-sites (F44:: 20232.25.); “Native American elders recall abuse at
US government boarding schools,” The Guardian, 9 Jul 2022, https://www theguardian.
com/us-news/2022/jul/09 /native -american -elders -us-government-schools—oklahoma
(R 2023225)).

2 Peter Read (1981; 1998), The Stolen Generations: The Removal of Aboriginal Children
in New South Wales 1883 to 1969, 2™ ed. Sydney: New South Wales Department of
Aboriginal Affairs, o] o552 F3} A tfido] 7] H7pA] YR 7Pl A 2t
v AFRICRMO FAYE THHOBR, ofslllA = o]5S "ol S| Rt Fr
R ofg ol ARt

3 “Trauma and poverty transferred directly to children of stolen generations - study,” The
Guardian, 12 Jun 2019, https://www theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/jun/13/
trauma-and-poverty-transferred -directly—to-children -of -stolen -generations -study
(349 2023.2.25.); “Stolen generation survivors in Victoria to receive $100,000
payments through redress scheme,” The Guardian, 3 Mar 2022, https://www theguardian.
com/australia-news/2022/mar/03/stolen -generation -survivors -in-victoria-to-receive -

100000 -payments-through-redress-scheme (F<%: 2023225)).
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4 Margaret D, Jacobs (2009), White Mother to a Dark Race: Settler Colonialism, Maternalism,
and the Removal of Indigenous Children in the American West and Australia 1880-1940,
Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, p. 51; Christina Firpo and Margaret D.
Jacobs (2018), “Taking Children, Ruling Colonies,” Journal of World History 29(4), pp.
529-562, 53] pp. 531-532.

5  Patrick Wolfe (2006), “Settler Colonialism and the Elimination of the Native,” Journal
of Genocide Research 8(4), pp. 387-409; Lorenzo Veracini (2010), Settler Colonialism: A

Theoretical Overview, New York: Palgrave Macmillan,



o
0x
e
o,
bt
N
lo
)
=3
3
w
0]
O

=20 & v WAL A7} A 271 A3n obE Aol thEk BTl
o] = olafell 71 = s & Bl kb Teu 7 AFE A9
a1 Al Z7te] 95w ofE AAS BAX o HlW BAE A o

5 mm, wa AlolFAct SEEC) AT 1947] B o)Fe] 2HE T
Pol QFH oFs AL AT AmFele] 71 GA} Zo] 912 Ao
e BEgt o)t}

ARFelo] e 2efe) AEe w8
e AR o) vF, 3, Atrie] AsTast B3 B, 3
BA A WA o8 FAL PREA TR om BA He] T

Itk o] ATEL F O 0|2 Al7jel 2HE F71ol, As] 1947] el
7_31

A gdolet BT WakEe] ulFo] o) A= B F7 14 S A
7 weshs A9 AFEL, viFN £F, Ateln FYske 2
2 A7k SREWA FAlo] 9577 opsol tie e Ao] BALA
H aba gole AP B 2 e F 5 T IdE BT

AL o] A A|7|HE Q] A Al A=/ R

o
_:
=
N
N
®
®
N
i}

O
o
[e:

o

Margaret D, Jacobs (2009); Andrew Woolford (2015), This Benevolent Experiment:
Indigenous Boarding Schools, Genocide, and Redress in Canada and the United States.
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press.

7 Lauren Benton and Lisa Ford (2016), Rage for Order: The British Empire and the Origins
of International Law, 1800-1850, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press; Lisa Ford
(2021), The King’s Peace: Law and Order in the British Empire, Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press; Alan Lester and Fae Dussart (2014), Colonization and the Origins of
Humanitarian Governance: Protecting Aborigines across the Nineteenth-Century British
Empire, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; Amanda Nettelbeck (2019), Indigenous
Rights and Colonial Subjecthood: Protection and Reform in the Nineteenth-Century British
Empire, New York: Cambridge University Press; Bethel Saler (2015), The Settlers’ Empire:
Colonialism and State Formation in America’s Old Northwest, Philadelphia: University of

Pennsylvania Press.
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10 Wolfe (2006), pp. 387-388, p. 393.
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11 Gregory Ablavsky (2021), Federal Ground: Governing Property and Violence in the First
U.S. Territories, Oxford: Oxford University Press; Christian Fritz (2008), American
Sovereigns: The People and America’s Constitutional Tradition before the Civil War,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; David Andrew Nichols (2008), Red Gentlemen
& White Savages: Indians, Federalists, and the Search for Order on the American Frontier,
Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia Press; 741 (2020), "&-1] o)A} 42
2RIF2o] w]Feo] A )= AA ] 7)€, PA YA, 146, pp. 8-49.
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Art T FARFAY LA A Bro] BIE g ok(Victoria) T RS AR
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12 Bain Attwood (2022), Empire and the Making of Native Title: Sovereignty, Property, and
Indigenous People. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; Lisa Ford (2010), Settler
Sovereignty: Jurisdiction and Indigenous People in America and Australia, 1788-1836,
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press; Stuart Macintyre (2020), A Concise History
of Australia, 5th ed., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; Penelope Edmonds and
Jane Carey (2017), “Australian Settler Colonialism over the Long Nineteenth Century,”
The Routledge Handbook of the History of Settler Colonialism (ed. by Edward Cavanagh
and Lorenzo Veracini), London: Routledge, pp. 371-390.

13 Allan Greer (2019), “Settler Colonialism and Beyond,” Journal of the Canadian Historical
Association 30(1), pp. 61-86; John G. Reid and Thomas Peace (2017), “Colonies of
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Settlement and Settler Colonialism in Northeastern North America, 1450-1850,” The
Routledge Handbook of the History of Settler Colonialism (ed. by Edward Cavanagh and
Lorenzo Veracini), London: Routledge, pp. 79-94; Laura Ishiguro (2017), “Northwest
North America (Canadian West) to 1900,” The Routledge Handbook of the History
of Settler Colonialism (ed. by Edward Cavanagh and Lorenzo Veracini), London:
Routledge, pp. 125-138; Maya Jasanoff (2011), Liberty’s Exiles: American Loyalists in the
Revolutionary World, New York: Alfred A, Knopf.
14 Benton and Ford (2016); Ford (2021); Lester and Dussart (2014); Nettelbeck (2019).
8] Hetell M= 18417] Zell A 194]7] 274 9] QlmFel' FX] e A=l 1
S HEol M= Es] Hel Aew HAFHAR, F rid e Axilel & dAshs A
L oYt} 71¥ t}S-2 Rk Bain Attwood (2017), “Protection Claims: The British,
Maori and the Islands of New Zealand, 1800-40," Protection and Empire: A Global

fo

History (ed. by Lauren Benton, Adam Clulow and Bain Attwood), Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, pp. 153-174.



w
O
[e)
rQ‘
o
p

o
o
[}
i
W
fot

2023.8.31

A=Fol2 B TEo] &4 B5F24 mdlAHAF2] 1ol
oz} 19417] T4 &, ANEAE, QAR o}, ofafo}, ol 7tE H
A BAR QAT Ak 5] 7)F ke dJgvhs HE P
Hol = o224, 1830 FHNE EAstE AFV HE 255 5 &
At o] F2 BE oA AALEY FIS ol AIE AR A
A A7 55 %A}—"ré%]‘?éiﬂ E] = Lo} (F Aol = Van Diemen’s Land
2 279 0A AANIE] AFVES AUz " FAA A ARE
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21571 2 & 3] (Aborigines’ Protection Society)2] ZAA] 0 2% oJojHA|ql 5
W 1 5 T (Protector of Aborigines) O] 2= T4 2] 21 ol A HoJ 2] = FX] A A|
o] AFA AL oprIs7| = k. Hte] AFEL Holzegh Qs &
F, wAAE, AUtE 27F AlmolA 3 g I PHcommissioner), A

FH B AHIR] =2 93l FXA] oA (George Arthur), ZA] 1dlo]
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15 James Heartfield (2011), The Aborigines’ Protection Society: Humanitarian Imperialism in
Australia New Zealand, Fiji, Canada, South Africa, and the Congo, 1836-1909, New York:
Columbia University Press; Nettelbeck (2019); Lester and Dussart (2014).
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16  Nichols (2008); Ablavsky (2021); Nicholas Guyatt (2016), Bind Us Apart: How Enlightened
Americans Invented Racial Segregation, Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp. 87-114.

17  Lauren Benton and Adam Clulow (2017), “Introduction: The Long, Strange History
of Protection,” Protection and Empire: A Global History (ed. by Lauren Benton, Adam
Clulow and Bain Attwood), Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-9.
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Enlightenment, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press; Guyatt (2016), pp. 24-26,
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54  Smithers (2017), pp. 43-45, 59-62, 220-222.
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ABSTRACT

Humanitarian Elimination Kim, Sung Yup*
Indigenous Assimilation, State Building, and
Settler Biopolitics in the United States,

Australia, and Canada

In the late nineteenth century, the United States, Australia, and Canada
launched comprehensive assimilation policies targeting indigenous children.
These initiatives took shape amidst ongoing concerns with humanitarian
protection. Emerging in the context of early nineteenth century Anglo-
American imperial discourse, humanitarian protectionists argued that in
order to civilize indigenous peoples while protecting them from settler
violence, centralized state power should reach deep into indigenous
communities, reshaping every aspect of their existence from familial
relations, sexuality, and communal life to everyday habits. In implementing
this idea with the vastly expanded state power of the late nineteenth century,
governments in all three countries sought to ‘rescue’ indigenous children
from the ‘degenerative’ influence of their parents’ generation, and ultimately
incorporate them into the racial and gendered order of settler society. The U.S.
and Canadian assimilation policies hinged on state-run boarding schools for
indigenous children, whereas the Australian policy focused on the biological

absorption of “half-caste” indigenous children through adoption into white
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families. Despite these differences, underlying the assimilation policies
of all three countries was what can be termed a new settler biopolitics,
in which only the young generation of indigenous peoples, on condition
that they are successfully transitioned into modern individuals, would be
allowed to survive, while the older generation was categorically excluded
from the settler states’ biopolitical regime and thus slated for extinction.
While departing from the more rampant and conspicuous colonial violence
of earlier periods, ultimately what the new state-led initiatives sought
to achieve, armed with the technologies of modern governmentality,
was firmly in line with settler colonialism’s ongoing drive to eliminate
indigenous presence by weakening the collective resources and structural
foundations of indigenous communities. In fact, by professing a concern for
humanitarian protection and scientific management, the new mode of settler
governmentality enabled settler states to more quietly but effectively facilitate

the elimination of indigenous peoples.

Keywords Indigenous Peoples, Settler Colonialism, Humanitarianism,

Civilization, Assimilation, Modern State, Biopolitics



